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Somebody Prayed 
By Jewel Jean Worth 


HE wings of the Sable Angel swept 
Over the couch where a baby slept ; 

The tears of the mother, the father’s moan 
Foretold a sorrow they had not known 
The cruelest fate could hold in store, 
For all had been well but an hour before .. . 
Somebody prayed — and the baby smiled, 
As Life crept back to the dying child! 


Want and Sorrow colored the dream 

Of a woman who sewed on an endless seam, 

Bent and weary, with no relief 

But sleep’s dull hours, a respite brief... 

But somebody prayed—and she saw the 
Light, 

And her want and woe fled with the night ; 

She learned to lean on the Wealth above, 

And Want was banished by faith in Love! 


Sin was staining a soul most fair, 

Bringing the frost to a mother’s hair, 
Making brazen a spirit meek, 

Stealing the glow from a youthful cheek . . . 
Somebody prayed; (‘twas a wonderful 


prayer !) 
Some one with vision to do and dare, 
The courage to ask, and the Faith to see 
In the place of wrong, how Right might be— 
And another prodigal child returned 


To the peace and the love and the fireside © 


spurned! 


“Wetch With Me” 


“Tarry ye here, and watch with me,” 
was our Lord’s pleading word to the inner 
circle of his disciples the night before he 
was crucified. Sirce his ascension, and 
today, “he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion.” And surely, in these dark days of 
the end of the age, just before his return, 
when the Church, his Body, needs revival 
as never before, he would have us watch 
with him in prayer. Another exceptional 
Watch Night opportunity is at hand, as 
the sands of the last night of this Year 


of Our Lord 1933 run out. The Great 
Commission Prayer League of Chicago 
calls upon God’s people everywhere to 
observe Watch Night in prayer, in special 
prayer services in churches or homes when 
possible, or alone with God. If the Lord 
comes in 1034 to catch up his Church out 
of this world, this Watch Night will be 
our last opportunity to watch with him 
before his return. He may, indeed, come 
even before this closing night of the year. 
Let us “pray without ceasing,” that, “when 
he shall appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him. at his 


coming.” 
7 
God's Care for the Bible 


Not only was the Bible divinely writ- 
ten, but it is also divinely cared for, Its 
preservation through the centuries and mil- 
lenniums is supernatural, Its immense and 
continued circulation cannot be accounted 
for on merely human grounds, Its truth- 
fulness is indicated and corroborated in un- 
expected and increasing ways. Humanly 
speaking, it should have been destroyed, or 
relegated to the limbo of obsolete books, 
long ago: instead, its vitality and impact 
upon the world today have no parallel, 
and no other book is even in “second piace.” 
Particularly impressive is the way in which 
God has directed and used the work of 
archeologists to corroborate the Scriptures. 
Critical attacks of half a century or more 


ago were refuted and shown to be ridiculous 
by the discoveries of the archeologists. 
Almost every passing year now. exposes 
the ignorance of the critics and vindicates 
the Word, Dr. James M. Gray said re- 
cently, after reading a book on archeology 
by the late Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle, “The 
earth is God’s vault for preserving the 
Bible.” Do we read and use this won- 
derful Word as much as we should? 


=— 


Discovering Our Possessions 

Do we know what belongs to us? It 
is not very sensible not to know. Joshua 
told certain of the children of Israel, to 
whom God had given the promised land: 
“Go and* walk through the land, and de- 
scribe it, and come again to me, that [ 
may here cast lots for you before the Lord 
in Shiloh” (Josh. 18:8). He had prefaced 
his command with the rebuke: “How long 
are ye slack to- go to possess the land, 
which the Lord God of your fathers hath 
given you?” After Joshua’s command had 
been obeyed, the land was divided. God 
has made us his heirs, giving us an un- 
speakably rich legacy, or inheritance, 
through the “last will and testament” of his 
Son. Have we read the will carefully, 
thoroughly, painstakingly, so that we may 
be sure to know what is ours? God wants 
us to “know the things that are freely given 
to us of God” (1 Cor. 2:12); Let us not 
be slack to “possess our possessions.” 


Is the Oxford Group Movement Safe? 


HEN a religious movement is 
W cvroved by many Modernists and 

condemned by many evangelicals, 
is it likely to be true to the Gospel, the 
Scriptures, and the Lord? 

When Modernists feel as much at home 
in a religious movement as do Fundamental- 
ists, is it likely to be true to the Gospel, 
the Scriptures, and the Lord? 

When unsolicited letters come to such 
a paper as THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
from all over North America and the world, 
expressing uncertainty, uneasiness, or dis- 
trust of a religious movement, and asking 
for fuller information, is the movement 
likely to be entirely true to the Christian 
faith? The following two pages in this 
issue of the Trmes give many such letters. 

When a professedly Christian movement 
works, under the direction of its respon- 
sible leaders, on a basis essentially differ- 
ent from that of the New Testament, is it 
on safe or dangerous ground—on the 
quicksand, or on the Rock? 


Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes has been 
reluctant to take up in an extended way 
the so-called First Century Fellowship, or 
Oxford Group Movement, or Buchmanism, 
although it has published repeated editorial 
statements calling attention to unscripturad 
aspects of this popular movement.t For 
the Times recognizes that there are matiy 
true, devoted Christian people, including 
personal friends and relatives of the staff, 
who are in the movement and whose lives 
have been greatly blessed through it. It 
is not easy, or pleasant, to criticize a work 

(Concluded on the fourth page) 





1In The Sunday School Times’ reviews of 
four books by a prominent Fellowship leader, 
Dr. Samuel M, Shoemaker, Jr.: “If I Be Lifted 
Up,” issue of May 14, 1932; “Twice-Born Min- 
isters,” November 8, 1930; “Religion That 
Works,” July 27, 1929; “Children of the Second 
Birth,” January 28, 1928. Also in Notes on 
Open Letters, April 15, 1933; in a leading edito- 
rial, November 4, 1933; and in announcements 
of the present articles. 
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The Times Criticized 


HAVE heard only one criticism of the 

paper through those who are loyal to 
the Word. 
THe Sunpay ScuHoot Tres had not 
warned people against Buchmanism. They 
feel that a strong, definite statement should 
be made.—A Bible School President. 


Like “ Unity” 


WOULD very much like your opinion 

of the Oxford Group. It reminds me 
of “Silent Unity.” Can it be a foreshadow- 
ing of Matthew 24:24: “For there shall 
arise false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shali shew great signs and wonders; inso- 
much that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect.”.—An Ontario min- 
ister. 

we 


Is Being “Changed” Enough ? 


BOOK entitled “For Sinners Only” is 

being preached in the churches in Can- 
ada, and is well received, especially in 
churches leaning toward Modernism. I 
don’t think that “the precious Blood” is 
mentioned. in the book. The New Testament 
makes much of “believing” for salvation, 
but there seems to be absolutely no refer- 
ence to any such thing here. There is a 
“surrender to God,” which is called being 
“changed,” followed by “good works.” Are 
you able to give any information on this 
book?—A Saskatchewan reader. 


Conversion Without Salvation 


AM in hearty sympathy with any Chris- 

tian movement that stands by the old 
evangelical faith, but I have grave fears 
that this movement is fraught with great 
dangers and will leave an aftermath of 
misery and sorrow in broken churches, 
broken homes, and wrecked lives, and make 
it harder for the really evangelical minis- 
ter. We have in this movement conversion 
without salvation by grace. alone. 

The Rev. H. Booth Coventry, of Cape- 
town, who is associated with the Group 
there, writes: “Some of us are Modern- 
ists, and some Fundamentalists, but we do 
not quarrel. These differences simply do 
not count, for we read’ our Bible in a third 
way, allowing its spiritual message to speak 
directly to our own personal life:’”—A Cali- 
fornia reader. 

we 


Indefinite 


W ILL you please give me some infor- 
mation in regard to the Oxford Group 
Movement? They have been holding meet- 
ings here in Phoenix, and it seems hard 
to get definite information as to who they 
are and what they stand for—An Arizona 
reader. 


 Falseness and Subtlety” 


AM thankful indeed for your announce- 
ment that you are about to expose the 
falseness and subtlety of Buchmanism. Our 
church is evangelical but certainly not: evan- 
gelistic. I am grieved to say that the min- 


ister and most of the Sunday-school- 


teachers are enthusiastic Oxford Groupers. 


Several were surprised that 


~ Saviour. 
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Why Don’t You Tell Us About 


A few of the many letters from readers of the 








As we all get Toe Sunpay ScHoo. Times, 
I am praying that through it the eyes of 
their hearts may be opened to the truth of 
the Word of God. I shall pray systemat- 
ically and believingly for those articles — 
A British Columbia reader. 


ye 
Too Much of Self 


HAVE been hoping that comments on 
the Oxford Group Movement would ap- 
pear in THE Sunpay ScHoot Times. The 


little I have been able to learn of this 


movement leads me to the. conclusion that 
it savors too much of self. The work and 
power of Christ in the life seems to me 
to have altogether too small a place; Christ 
does not appear to be magnified—An Ohio 
reader, 

ye 


Testifying of Themselves 


GROUP of about forty people brought 

a new religion, or on old religion in 
a new dress, called Buchmanism, and would 
you please tell your readers about it? It 
is spreading like wildfire. Are the peo- 
ple really born again? They seem to be 
giving testimony of themselves instead of 
testifying for Jesus Christ our Lord and 
I have been praying that God 
will not let his Blood-bought ones be 
blinded; this does not look like the real 
truth to me—An Ohio reader. 


Widespread and Subtle. 


HAVE been anxiously awaiting some 

light im your columns on this new move- 
ment known as Buchmanism. It would 
seem to me that this error is so widespread 
and’ so subtle that Christians should be 
warned and enlightened—A Maryland 
reader, 

we 


” Little Prayer, No Bible” 


HERE is something subtle about it 
which I cannot put into words; perhaps 
you can, as a warning. (if such is needed). 
I attended several meetings of different 
groups, but never felt any drawing to 
them, and soon stopped going altogether. 

The main mid-week meeting [at Calvary 
Episcopal Church, New York] is led by 
the rector. It is characterized by much 
confession (“sharing”’ of experiences), 
much egotism and self-centeredness, with 
very little prayer, no Bible, and apparently 
little solid foundation or whatever it is 
they are after. Confession is a-fetish with 
some. I have heard the most trivial, petty 
stuff. talked, amounting almost to twaddle, 
and they keep such a meeting up for two 
solid hours! 

Why can you not give in Tae SunpAy 
ScHoot TIMEs an article on this movement 
which will be helpful to those who ought 
to keep away from it?—A New York City 
reader. : 


Ethics Not the Gospel 


HAVE dealt with some of their con- 

verts, both in my home city, Ottawa, 
and also in other cities, and have been much 
perplexed to know just what these con- 
verts have been brought into. One man, 
for instance, intimated that he did not get 
much from reading the Bible so he pre- 
ferred to read other books. 

In my endeavor to find out just what the 
Group is teaching I am compelled to be- 
lieve that they are teaching the Sermon on 
the Mount as if it were the Gospel; teach- 
ing the ethics of Christ to unsaved people 
and thereby leading thenr to believe that 
they can obtain great benefit and’ enter into 
a new life by obeying some “inner impulse” 
or “inner consciousness” of which they 
speak, One is faced every day with ques- 
tions about the movement, both from Chris- 
tians and also from, people of the world. 
It has not the support of the ardent Chris- 
tians of my own agquaintance, and it is 
desirable to have the more matured judg- 
ment of some one, who because of wide 
experience and frequent contact with all 
kinds of religious movements, is in a posi- 
tion to speak with. authority. Would you 
be kind enough to let me have your opin- 
ion?—An Ottawa reader. 


A Clever Counterfeit 


NVESTIGATIONS have confirmed me 

in believing that this movement is a 
clever counterfeit of the First Century 
Christianity which it professes to repre- 
sent. I do not know of one outstanding 
orthodox Christian leader who endorses 
the movement, and the criticisms of it seem 
to be amply justified by those who. have 
come out of it or who have had close con- 
tact with it or its leaders. 

My most intimate friend attended one 
of their meetings. She said it was pitiful 
in its ignorance of the Scriptures. 

I am still praying for revival in the 
Church of Christ, but I do not see how 
it can possibly come through a movement 
which fails to hold up the shed blood of 
the Lord Jesus as the sinner’s only hope 
of redemption and sanctification—An IIli- 
mois reader. 

we 


Is the Bible Used As It Should Be? 


HE Oxford Group Movement is a topic 

very generally under discussion these 
days. Generally speaking, religious: leaders 
of all denominations speak enthusiastically 
in favor of the teaching and methods of 
the Group, but —this is: the unsettling -fac- 
tor—a few express themselves as feeling 
that’ it is not of God. Now these few — 
those of them whom I know—are and 
always have been outstanding in their loy- 
alty to God and his Word, and are spend- 
ing their lives in spreading the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and his redemp- 
tive work. I cannot lightly dismiss the 
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opinion of these people as worth nothing. 
I feel sure it is not prejudice against some- 
thing novel which is influencing them in 
their stand. 

Their attitude weighs the more with me 
because I was present at a gathering of 
women in one of our city churches about 
two weeks ago which was addressed by 
three men who are either connected with, 
or are warm supporters of, the Oxford 
Group. While nothing was said contra- 
dictory to the Word of God, I came away 
with a. feeling that God’s Word was not 
recognized or used, by these men, as it 
should be by his children who are anxious 
to know his will and do it. I have the 
impression that it is not honored as it 
should be by this Group, and that they do 
not rest upon it for the assurance of their 
salvation, for guidance in their daily walk, 
nor for peace and comfort in times of trial. 
I really could not say what they do with it. 

I do want to be able to support heartily 
any and every work that has for its aim 
the bringing of sinners and saints alike 
in fellowship with God through the shed 
blood of our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and for that reason I should welcome any 
word from you that would make it pos- 
sible in this case. Should a word of warn- 
ing be necessary, I shall be equally grate- 
ful for it—A Toronto reader. 


A Bloodless Salvation 


i g- THE Times’ faithful teaching and 
2 its warnings against dangerous and 
subtle doctrines, I am greatly indebted for 
a firm stand upon a Sure Foundation, and 
have learned to test things by the Touch- 
stone, the Cross or Blood Atonement, as 
our only hope of salvation. 

I am now appealing to you for light 
on the teaching of the movement’ known 
as the First Century Christian Fellowship, 
the Buchman movement. I met members 
of the Group in the East, and their testi- 
monies were “glowing,” and it is making 
inroads in circles in this city. It seems 
so subtle to me and looks like another 
form of a bloodless salvation, and yet I 
would not condemn it without some light 
from others whose judgment I greatly es- 
teem. I am greatly concerned over.a dear 
young woman who is almost carried away 
with it. Thank you for any help you can 
give me.—A St. Paul, Minn., reader, 


Preparing for the 
Final “World Religion 

M** we pray that this and all other 

movements purporting to give truth 
may stir Christians to enter into their full 
heritage in Christ, always founded on the 
Blood and the Bible message concerning 
sin as terrible guilt against a holy God. 
The final world religion that will do away 
with these central. truths seems to be rap- 
idly developing —A South Carolina reader, 


” Another Gospel ” 


HE information you have given me has 

confirmed in my own mind what I have 
always felt, namely, that Buchmanism holds 
within its teaching some things which are 
misleading and insidious. It is to be re- 
gretted that really earnest people must take 
upon themselves the modifying or other- 
wise changing of “the faith once delivered.” 
—A Minnesota reader. 


No Need of a New Heart 


N EPISCOPAL clergyman of this city, 

who was in England, has returned tell- 
ing of the Oxford Group Movement. If 
you know anything of this, I would like 
you to discuss it. A great many of the 
Christian people here are impressed with 
what they have heard of this movement. 
Personally I think it is Modernistic, for 
I have not heard any mention of the blood, 
or of the need of a new heart, in this min- 
ister’s lectures.—A Victoria reader. 


Causing Great Disaster 


HANK you for taking time to write 

me as you did, enclosing your review 
of Shoemaker’s book, “If I Be Lifted Up.” 
We have wondered just what to do about 
his books in our store, and I feel sure that 
we should not do anything that would 
propagate Buchmanism at all. I am glad 
you are contemplating dealing with the 
whole matter thoroughly in THe SuNnpay 
Scuoot Times, It is causing great disaster 
in many places, and I think God’s people 
should be warned.—A Canadian Mission 
Director. 

4 


The Great Revival ? 


HAVE been expecting to see an editorial 

comment on the Oxford Group Move- 
ment. Is this a beginning of the Great 
Revival that we are expecting? Or is it 
an advance movement of the Adversary? 
—A British Columbia reader. 


ae 
Its Scriptural Soundness ? 


AM writing to inquire what the Ox- 

ford Group Movement is. Does it fol- 
1ow the Way, or does it seek to climb up 
some other way? Ministers whom we have 
thought to be fundamentally sound seemed 
to be sponsoring it. However, we have 
heard its Scriptural soundness questioned, 
—A Los Angeles attorney. 


Which ? 


ORONTO is tremendously moved by 
the Oxford Group, and many are the 
thrilling testimonies given by the members 
of the Group. Even consecrated Chris- 
tians, truly fundamental in their faith, are 
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greatly enthused, and yet the warning has 
come to some of us to be careful. Great 
stress is laid on the confession of sins, and 
they speak of faith and the Cross of Christ, 
but never of the blood. Your opinion on 
spiritual problems in the past has meant 
much to many of us, and I dare to write 
asking what you think of this Oxford 
Movement. So many of the younger Chris- 
tians are inquiring, it seems such a vital 
thing —is it the beginning of the world- 
wide revival many have been praying for, 
or something that is deceiving the very 
elect?—A Toronto reader. 


$e 
Defending Fosdick and Eddy 


HAD a conference with five or six of 

their leaders, and one of the men de- 
fended the theological position of Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, and still another did not 
see anything radically wrong with Christian 
Science. I came away with the impression 
that they are ready to endorse anything 
that will [seem to] benefit a life in any 
way. As for their doctrinal position, they 
have none, I think their plan is to avoid 
any discussion, either in public or in private, 
of the great fundamental doctrines taught 
in the Word of God.—A Los Angeles pas- 
tor. 


A Swiss Pastor “ Not For It” 


AM a pastor here, converted to the 

Lord Jesus through the translation of 
the Bible into Roumanian. I am writing 
to you and beg of you to tell me what is 
with the group movement, the so-called 
Buchmanism, I am not for it. But the 
movement is spreading at a tremendous 
speed on the continent and here in Swit- 
zerland especially; many dear children of 
God are involved in it, and the most re- 
markable personalities amongst the’ intel- 
lectual and high society. I will be very 
grateful to you for your statements.—A 
pastor in Switzerland, 


Resenting Doctrine 


THINK the greatest danger is the fact 

that they have no doctrinal statement, 
—jin fact, rather resent the necessity for 
such, One of their enthusiastic advocates, 
in reply to my stating that I objected to 
the fact that they did not make clear the 
substitutionary atonement of Chri&t, said, 
“We don’t use such theological terms, we 
are stressing life and living.” 

Then, too, as you state, they accept Mod- 
erntist and Liberals and welcome them as 
teachers to their meetings, which is a course 
that no one who wishes to be loyal to the 
Word of God and his Lord can stand for, 
—A Georgia reader. 


Not ” Separated ” 


AM greatly looking forward to the 
articles promised in the Times on the 
Oxford Group Movement. It is growing 


_by leaps and bounds here in England, and 


seems to produce a fashionable “Christian” 
who goes to dances, theaters, and every- 
thing else, forgetting that the Word says, 
“Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate.”—Bournemouth, Eng. 
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(Concluded from the first page) 


with which so many outstanding Christians 
are connected, 

On the other hand, long-continued and 
first-hand study of the Fellowship, includ- 
ing personal conversations with its leaders, 
attendance at its meetings, and careful read- 
ing of its literature, have convinced THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times that the movement 
itself in its intentional, official, basic posi- 
tions is exceedingly harmful because essen- 
tially unscriptural. The Times, therefore, 
would bring before its readers certain un- 
questionable facts that ought to be con- 
sidered with open mind by God’s people. 
In this and later issues these facts will be 
given. 

Let it be said that the Trmes’ criticisms 
are not based upon hearsay evidence, or 
upon the remarks or misrepresentations of 
irresponsible persons in the movement. 
The, facts here presented are known to 
the Times at first hand or from entirely 
reliable witnesses, and represent the posi- 
tion of the Fellowship’s responsible leaders, 
or of articles or books published in defense 
of the Fellowship by its loyal adherents, 


“Betting Your Life on God” 


“For Sinners Only” is a book by a bril- 
liant British journalist, A. J. Russell, that 
is having an enormous circulation! It 
is announced by the publishers as “The 
Book of The Oxford Group Movement,” 
and is filled with authentic material fur- 
nished the author by the leaders, including 
the founder of the Fellowship, Frank N. 
D. Buchman, In the first chapter we read 
a quotation which the author says is “a 
clear statement of simple Christian faith”: 


The gambling instinct, so often per- 
verted and used for unworthy ends, is 
one of the most valuable instincts pos- 
sessed by man, and nowhere does it find 
a truer or more complete outlet and ful- 
fillment than in religion. . . . Religion 
is betting your life there is a God. 


The author comments: “Back God and 
watch Him win your own Derby.” 

This appealed strongly to Mr. Russell, 
for he says frankly he was a born gambler 
himself and had indulged the gambling in- 
stinct for years. Then he became ac- 
quainted with the Group Movement, and, 
“Curiously enough, I was shortly to find 
the gambling instinct strongly in evidence 
among the group of people I am about to 
describe. They are gamblers all; gambling 
recklessly with their own lives—gam- 
bling on God.” 

This is strange talk for an avowed Chris- 
tian man. The fascination of gambling is 
the element of risk, hazard, with the pos- 
sibility of winning. Is that the Gospel? 
Is that “simple Christian faith,” as this 
prominent adherent of the Fellowship says? 
Webster says that gambling is “to hazard 
something on a chance.” Is Christian faith, 
then, a gamble? Would Paul or any 
other New Testament writer agree? There 
is no hazard, risk, or gambling in Paul’s 





2“For Sinners Only.” By A. J. Russell. 
(Harper and Bros., New York, $1.50.) 


glorious statement of quiet, certain finality: 
“I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against that 
day” (2 Tim, 1:12). 


Is It True to the Blood? 


Is the Fellowship true to the shed blood 
of Christ as the only way of salvation? 

One of the best known centers of the 
movement is the Thursday evening meeting 
at Calvary Episcopal Church, New York, 
of which Dr. Shoemaker is the rector. 
Testimonies are freely given. A Bible 
school graduate dropped in one night, and, 
after the meeting had continued for a long 
while, he spoke a word. “I have heard 
many inspiring testimonies here tonight,” 
he said; “apparently they are both earnest 
and sincere, but—in an hour and a half 
I have not heard a word about the atoning 
blood of our Saviour.” The Congrega- 
tional minister who reports this incident 
adds: “Nor would he if he had stayed 
another hour and a half.4 

In this article defending the Group 
Movement the writer says: “Has Funda- 
mentalism a monopoly upon vital Chris- 
tianity? ... If it were true, we of all men 
would be most miserable, but fortunately 
it is not. One has but to attend a Thurs- 
day night testimony meeting at Calvary 
Episcopal Church in New York City to 
see evangelical Christianity of first cen- 
tury calibre — yet independent of the slight- 
est vestige of ‘plan of salvation propa- 
ganda,’” (Italics are the TrmeEs’.) 

This writer, after his congratulatory 
declaration that there was no “plan of 
salvation” or mention of the atoning blood 
in the meetings, was careful to add: “It 
is not that the Fellowship officially dis- 
agrees with the theological position of the 
visitor. Many of its members are them- 
selves Fundamentalists, but having experi- 
enced being definitely used by God to work 
his will in this world, their preoccupation 
with celestial bliss has appreciably waned.” 

Dr. Buchman, says Russell, declines to 
accept the division of the world into two 
classes —saved and unsaved. The Editor 
of the Times once asked Dr. Buchman 
whether he believed it was necessary for 
a man to be born again. “Of course I do,” 
came the quick reply; “I believe a man 
ought to be born again every day.” 

If this was intended as a clever epigram, 
merely stressing the need of a fresh start 
daily, it was obviously an evasion of the 
vital doctrine mentioned. If not intended 
as an evasion, then it showed disastrous 
ignorance of the only way of salvation. 

At a house party led by Dr. Buchman, 
a well-known soul-winning missionary was 
present by invitation. During the evening 
a young man had evidently come under deep 
conviction, and he asked Dr. Buchman, 
during the meeting, to tell him how he 
could be saved. Dr. Buchman turned to 
the missionary and said, “Mr. ——, you 
tell him.” The missionary wisely re- 
sponded:’ “Dr. Buchman, this is your 





1“Liberalism and The Buchman Movement.” 
By John Irving Daniel, in The Baptist, Decem- 
ber 6 and 20, 1930. 
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meeting, not mine; won’t you tell him?” + 


Dr. Buchman did not answer the young 
man’s question in any direct way, but soon 
passed on to other matters. Later in the 
evening, after the Group had broken up, 
the young man sought out the missionary, 
in real soul-hunger, and the older man 
gladly showed him the way of salvation 
through the shed blood, death, and resur- 
rection of the only Saviour of men. 

Yet Dr. Buchman has stated positively 
that he believes in all the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith, in the whole Bible as 
the inspired Word of God, and even in 
the Lord’s premillennial return. The strange 
and regrettable fact is that a founder and 
leader of a professedly Christian move- 
ment, while holding these fundamental be- 
liefs, has turned aside from any clear pres- 
entation of vital doctrines as the necessary 
foundation of reality in Christian living. 


Should Doctrines Be Excluded? 


At the close of a meeting led by Dr. 
Buchman, a Christian business man asked 
the leader whether he believed certain doc- 
trines, including this question: Is it pos- 
sible for man to have direct access:‘to God, 
or is a mediator needed between’ God and 
man? People standing by listened: with in- 
terest for Dr. Buchman’s reply. He made 
no answer, but asked the inquirer to step 
with him into another room; and when 
they were alone he expressed his agree- 
ment with the doctrines about which the 
business man had inquired. He believed, 
he said, in the deity, death, and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, that the blood 
of Christ cleanses the sinner from sin, 
and that man can reach God in prayer 
through Christ alone. However, Dr. Buch- 
man explained, he never touched any doc- 
trine in any of his meetings, as he did not 
want to upset or offend anyone. What 
he was after was to get people to have 
an experience, and to share it with others. 

The Editor of the Trves: has had long 
personal conversations with another of the 
leaders in the movement, a younger man 
well trained through university and semi- 
nary work. The two talked together freely 
about the deity of Christ, his substitution- 
ary atonement, and similar doctrines, and 
the Editor found that his friend’s views 
were largely evangelical, except for his 
frankly declared inability to believe in the 
inspired inerrancy of all the Scriptures. 
Toward the close of the conversation the 
younger man said: “I am, of course, en- 
tirely willing to talk with you about these 
doctrines in personal conversation, but if I 
were leading a meeting, and you should 
attempt to bring up any of these doctrines, 
I would not allow you to speak.” 

“Experience” is the acknowledged mes- 
sage and basis of the Oxford Group Move- 
ment. Belief in any Scriptural doctrine is 
intentionally ignored —not denied, but set 
aside as something that can only come, in 
many cases, after experience. The guidance 
of the Holy Spirit is especially stressed 
as of vital importance in every-day living. 
Now the Holy Spirit says: “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). The alleged First 
Century Fellowship says: “Faith cometh 
by experience.” Is it truly a First Century 
Fellowship that puts aside the plain teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit and substitutes 
something else? 

In later editorials this and other questions 


-about the movement will be discussed. 
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Finding the Gospel in Unexpected Places 


“Water out of a rock,” or blessing from a hard place in Matthew | 
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salvation from sin. Sometimes we 

find this Good News in the most un- 
expected places. In fact, it is found from 
the beginning to the end of God’s wonder- 
ful Book. 

Most of us, when we began the study of 
the Bible, have wondered why God “clut- 
tered up” his Word with such long lists 
of names. We have found them very diffi- 
cult to read, and often very urtinteresting. 
But let us not call any part of the Bible 
dull or uninteresting, for all through it we 
find the story of redemption from sin. 


Tt Gospel is the Good News of 


Even in the genealogical table in Mat- . 


thew we find the Gospel. Here is evidence 
of the truth such as no infidel can success- 
fully contradict. Let us make a careful 
examination of the first seventeen verses 
of Matthew — one part of the Word which 
is supposed to be very dry. 


This list of names points 
unmistakably to that name “ which 


is above every name.” 


It would be interesting to compare the 
list of names given here with the list given 
in the third chapter of Luke. Luke’s list 
is thought to be the genealogy of Christ 
through Mary, while Matthew’s is that of 
Joseph, for it was through Joseph that 
Christ had a legal right to the throne of 
David. A comparison of these tables with 
the prophecies of Jeremiah would prove 
that Christ could not have been the actual 
son of Joseph, for Jeremiah tells us of a 
curse upon that line. 

In Matthew we have a list that leads 
to Christ as the legal heir of the throne 
of David. It begins with Abraham, for 
the purpose of the Holy Spirit is to prove 
that Jesus is the promised Christ. “* 

Let us, in this study, begin back of 
Abraham and see one of the many unan- 
swerable proofs of the truth of the Bible. 
We find that, of the many sons that Adam 
had, the genealogical tables of only two 
lines are given, The table of the descend- 
ants of Cain is carried on for several gen- 
erations in Genesis four, but when it 
reaches the sons of a man named Lamech, 
the Holy. Spirit suddenly drops this line. 
Not so with the line of Seth. In the fifth 
chapter of Genesis this line is carried 
through all the way to Noah. Noah had 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. In 
the tenth chapter of Genesis the lines of 
Japheth and Ham are carried on for sev- 
eral generations, and then they are both 
suddenly dropped. Not so with Shem, His 
line is taken up at Genesis 11: 10 and car- 
ried through to Abraham, In the same 
way we find that for a while the lines of 
Ishmael and Esau are carried on, and then 
just as suddenly are dropped. From a 
worldly standpoint the descendants of Esau 
are very important, for they are called the 
dukes of Edom. But God drops them. 
They are not important in his Book of Life. 

Now we come to a very strange fact. 
The Holy Spirit used Moses to write these 


On the first Sunday of the new year 
teachers and scholars will be studying A 
Matthew 1 and 2, the first lesson in 
the International Uniform Series for 
six months. Most of them will skip 
the list of names in the first seven- 
teen verses. But with the aid of this. 
unusual study by Mr. Gilmer they will 
find that it contains “riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God.” 
It will lead them to look expectantly 
for the mercy and love of God through 
the whole Gospel of Matthew. 








first books of the Bible, and he carried 
through only one unbroken list of names 
from the time of Adam. He could have 
branched out in thousands of different ways, 
but the follows only one line. We do not 
know whom the Spirit used to write the 
Book of Ruth, but we find that this same 
list of names is picked up and carried on. 
The different writers carry on down to 
the time of the Babylonian captivity only 
one complete list of names. The same line 
was carefully preserved in the Temple rec- 
ords, and then was written down here for 
us in the Book of Matthew. 

Can unbelievers explain why the many 
different writers carried through the Bible 
only one list of names while every other 
list is dropped? Can they explain why, 
seventy years after the birth of Christ, at 
the destruction of the Temple when Titus 
invaded the land, all the genealogical rec- 
ords were so completely destroyed that no 
Jew today can with certainty tell to which 
of the twelve tribes he belongs? And why 
it is that this one unbroken line is the 
only one in the Bible that is dated? Notice 
that the line of Cain in Genesis 4 has no 
tima marks, while that of Seth in Genesis 
5 is carefully dated. The same amazing 
fact is found in Genesis 10 and 11. The 
lines of Japheth and Ham have no dates, 
while that of Shem is carefully dated. This 
one unbroken line is dated all the way 
through the Old Testament, while no other 
line is. 

Here is revealed one of the remarkable 
proofs that we are reading a Book which 
could only have been given by inspiration 
of God. This one unbroken and dated fist 
of names runs straight through the Bible 
to that “name which is above every name.” 
Then all genealogical tables cease. We find 
them no more in the Word of God. His 
purpose is that at the name of Jesus we 
should bow and cry out with Thomas, “My 
Lord and my God.” 


This list gives us a suggestion of 
the deep mystery of Christ’s being. 


In our Lord's incarnation, death, and 
resurrection there are deep mysteries which 
the human mind will never be able to 
fathom. The mysteries of his person and 
work are necessary in order that man may 
be saved. As we look at him as revealed 
in the Word, though we may not under- 
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stand, we must believe. It is very signifi- 
cant that we have a hint of some of these 
mysteries hidden away in this list of names, 

Let us remember that this list of names, 
as well as every other part of the Word, is 
perfect. This is intimated in Matthew 1: 
17. Seven is the perfect number. We 
have this number doubled three times in 
the genealogy of Christ. The number 
seven plays a noticeable part in the very 
make-up of these first two chapters of 
Matthew. R. McCormack in his book, 
“The Heptadic Structure of Scripture,” 
shows that the correct Greek text of the 
first two chapters of Matthew is very re- 
markable, The number of words, and also 
the number of letters, in these two chap- 
ters are multiples of seven. He also ghows 
us that the number of verbs, proper nouns, 
common nouns, pronouns, adverbs, parti- 
ciples, and conjunctions. of these two chap- 
ters are each multiples of seven. Ivan 
Panin has brought out other facts about 
the number seven in these chapters that 
are just as remarkable. They prove be- 
yond the shadow of a doubt that we are 
studying here a perfect piece of work, one 
that could have been written only by the 
agency of the Spirit of God 

The Holy Spirit emphasizes in the sev- 
enteenth verse of Matthew 1 the number 
seven, or rather seven doubled, But when 
we begin to study this list of names with 
this fact in mind we come upon a very per- 
plexing fact. We find that there are ex- 
actly fourteen names in the first and second 
groups, but at first sight there appear to 
be only thirteen names in the third group. 
There have been various explanations of 
this difficulty, Some have tried to count 
David in both the first and the second: list, 
so as to be able to carry the name of 
Jechonias in the count over into the third 
list. Others have thought that Jechonias, 
the last name of the second list, is really 
Jehoiakim, whose name has been omitted. 
One has even tried to count Mary as an- 
other generation. 

The true explanation is to be found in 
the mystery of our Lord’s person. Look 
at the expression in the sixteenth verse: 
“of whom was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ.” The Holy Spirit begat Jesus of 
Mary, so we can count the name Jesus 
as one generation. But evidently the Holy 
Spirit would have us count Christ, “The 
Anointed One,” as another generation. We 
have Scripture for this. In Psalm 2:7 we 
read,-“Thou art my Son; this day have 
I begotten thee.” Remember that this 
Psalm is. speaking about the Anointed One, 
who is Christ. Of what day does the Holy 
Spirit speak when he says “this day”? 
It was the day of his resurrection, as Acts 
13:33 states. He is “the first begotten 
of the dead” (Rev. 1:5). Both these be- 
gettings are spoken of in Romans 1: 3, 4. 
He “was made of the seed of David ac- 
cording to the flesh; and declared to be 
the Son of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 
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from. the dead.” When Christ arose from 
the dead, Christianity was born. The new 
creation was brought into existence. No 
son of Adam can get into this new creation 
except by being born again. Thus we see 
that the wonderful perfection of, the Word 
even in this list of names points to the 
mystery of his person. 


There are certain names that 
have been cut out. 


We are going to find, even in this list 
of names, that God loves us and desires 
our salvation. Names stand for individuals, 
and God loves each one. Not one who is 


-protected by Christ’s blood is forgotten by 


him. The very hairs of their head are all 
numbered. He has a Book in which every 
name redeemed by the blood is remembered. 
I love to think about names, for there is be- 
fore the throne a Book in which my name 
is written. Here is the title of that Book: 
“The book of life of the lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 
It seems to me, when I read this list of 
names we are studying, that I am in a 
sense reading a page from that Book, The 
Book of Life is a perfect Book. There 
is not a name recorded in it which should 
not be there. To do so would mar the 
perfection of the Book. 

There are certain names omitted from 
this list in Matthew which, if recorded, 
would have marred the perfection of the 
Book, 

We find that, in the second list of four- 
teen names, four kings who were ancestors 
of Joseph are omitted. This omission was, 
for a long time, a very puzzling fact to me. 
But the omission of the names continues 
to show the. perfection of the Word that 
is all so wonderfully true. 

There are three names omitted between 
Joram and Ozias. These names are Ahaz- 
iah, Joash, and Amaziah. All of them were 
very wicked and died violent deaths. God 
had a reason for. cutting these names out. 
They are the first three generations after 
Athaliah, the idolatrous daughter of wicked 
Ahab who married into the line of Judean 
kings. God had said in the Second Com- 
mandment that he would remember the 
iniquity of such to the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate him. So three 
generations were cut out because they were 
joined to their idols. This is also’ accord- 
ing to Deuteronomy 29:20. If God should 
include in his Book of Life some one of 
today who is joined to the things of this 
world rather than to Christ, he would mar 
the. perfection of his Book. 

There is another name that is cut out, 
Jehoiakim, who historically comes between 
Josias and Jechonias. Jehoiakim did not like 
the word which God had sent him through 
the prophet Jeremiah. That prophet tells us 
in his thirty-sixth chapter how this wicked 
king cut to pieces and burned the Word 
of God. Therefore God cut his name out 
of his perfect Book. 

May I remind the unbeliever of today, 
who is cutting out of God’s Word the 
things he does not like, that God will cut 
his name out of his Book of Life unless 
he turns to Christ as his Saviour, To 
include his name in the Book before the 
throne would be to mar the perfection of 
that Book. “If any man shall ‘take. away 
from the words of the book of this proph- 
ecy, God shall take away his part out of 
the book of life” (Rev. 22: 19). 
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Now we come to the most wonderful part 
of the story. 


Certain names are put in which the 
natural man would expect 
to be left out. 


Here we come to the glory of the Gos- 
pel of God’s love. The four names we 
would not have expected to see included 
are the names of women. This is very 
unusual, for the Jews did not include the 
names of women in their genealogical 
tables. Sometimes the name of a king’s 
mother is given in the Old Testament, but 
never is there anything like a list of the 
names of women given in a genealogical 
table. The reason they are included here 
is that the wondrous story of his love for 
lost sinners may be told again. 

The first name is that of Thamar. She 
was the lowest of the low. The account 
of her deception and adultery with Judah 
is told in Genesis 38. The sin is well nigh 
as black as it is possible to make it. Yet 
this Gentile sinner is included in God’s 
perfect list of names. Christ came to call 
sinners. to repentance. You and I get into 
the Book of Life because, belonging to a 
race of sinners, we are redeemed. We shall 
be able to sing a song that no angel will 
ever be able to sing: “He loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” 

The next woman whose name is included 
is Rachab. She also was a great sinner, 
and belonged to the city of Jericho which 
was doomed to destruction. “By faith the 
harlot Rahab perished not with them that 
believed not” (Heb. 11:31). When she 
hung the scarlet thread out of her window 
she proclaimed her faith in the one true 
God. When you proclaim: your faith in 
the scarlet thread of his blood which runs 
through the Word your name will also be 
written in his perfect Book up yonder. 

The name of the next woman included 
is that of Ruth. There is: no recorded 
stain upon her name, but she was just as 
much shut out of his perfect Book as the 
lowest sinner, because she belonged to an 
accursed race, It is written, “An Am- 
monite or Moabite shall not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord; even to the tenth 
generation shall they not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord for ever” (Deut. 
23:3). But she gets her name written 
into God’s perfect Book because she is 
brought into the number by the grace of 
the Redeemer, through his type Boaz. You 
may think there is no stain upon your name, 
but that name can never be written in God’s 
perfect Book until you are brought in by 
the grace of the Redeemer. 

The fourth woman included is not given 
by name. She is spoken of as, “her that 
had been the wife of Urias.” We know 
from the Old Testament that her name 
was Bath-sheba. Here was the sin of a 
believer, a terrible sin, and yet it did not 
cut David off from salvation, nor Bath- 
sheba either if she was a real believer. 
Salvation is everlasting. The true believer 
is “kept by the power of God” (1 Pet. 1:5). 

So we see some of the names that are 
included in this sample from the Book of 
Life. They are all sinners, saved by the 
way of faith. on account of grace, and kept 
by the power of God. All who belong to 
the family of our Lord. have come by the 
same path that these four women came; 
“for whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the same is 
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my brother, and sister, and mother” (Matt. 
12:50). “This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him whom he hath. sent” 
(John 6:29). 


Does not this list of names conform to 
the real Gospel taught in other parts of 
God’s Word? 


First, I see a list.of names which proves 
the truth of the Word’ and leads straight 
through to that Name which is above every 
name. 


Second, in the list we find a hint of the 
mystery connected with the incarnation and 
resurrection of our Lord. 


Third, we find here operating the same 
inexorable law that is stated in other parts 
of the Word, by which God excludes names 
from the Book of Life and casts them for- 
ever from him. 


But, best of all, we find here the Gospel 
of the grace of God, by which the name 


of the vilest sinner may be written beside. 


that of our Lord. What a blessed priv- 
ilege to proclaim such a Gospel as this! 


Lyncupure, Va. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
fm The Sunday School Times; and if. ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
Postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: It is wonderful to have 
the opportunity to be able to go to a Chris- 
tian counselor. It-is hard to know just how 
to state my problem. I have always wanted 
to be very successful in the business world. 
Yes, when I entered it, I considered myself a 
Christian, but now I can see that I put busi- 
ness even before God, especially when I became 
secretary to the manager of the firm in which 
I was employed. I worried about my job all 
the time; worried for fear I would be fired, 
and was anxious over this’ and that. My work 
was diffiqult, and the man for whom I worked 
was very fussy, so they thought they wanted 
a college. graduate, but finally decided to keep 
me. 

But I had been praying that God would be 
first in my life, and after I had had a very 
hard experience, I let go, and felt that all my 
help came from him, and I could not and would 
not do without him. Since then I have yielded 
my life to him, wholly. Then the depression 
came, and one by one we were laid off; there 
were nine girls in the office, and I was the sixth 
to be dismissed. I prayed over it and was 
glad when the change was made, for all the 
girls in the office drank and smoked and I had 
been ridiculed because I went to church and 
would not do these things. But all this was 
good for me I know. After praying about it 
again, I secured another position; one that 
paid much less, but was better than nothing. 
I am having my own experience again, but 
am asking God to be my helper. If what I am 
going through is his will, I am satisfied; but 
if it is my dumbness it will make me feel badly, 
for do you know, I have always wanted to be 
considered capable and intelligent. If this is 
God’s way of keeping me humble to develop 
me, I am glad and want God to have his way 
in developing me, but if it is my fault I wish 
I could overcome it. I am anxious to glorify 
my Lord in every way and am praying that 
this may be my privilege. I have never liked 
office work, but feel it is through ‘this that 
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Christ has become so dear to me. I am chair- 
man of our Young People’s Society; please help 
me pray for its success.—R. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Your letter filled 
me with gratefulness that is inex- 
pressible. That you are daily learning 
more of the riches of your life in Christ, 
in all the details of business, proves he is 
the Saviour you need, and yours is a tes- 
timony that each of us may enjoy. It 
should fill your heart with rejoicing and 
thanksgiving to know that God was with 
you through all the changes that came to 
you, It will help you to put your trust 
in him more fully than ever before. These 
are the days that try our hearts and in 
which we need to have the “mind of Christ” 
(Phil. 2:5), that we may walk in the 
path chosen for us by him, and which leads 
us to the goal he has set for us. Then all 
along the road we want to be sure to ex- 
ercise an influence that will win others to 
him, Do you know the Ninety-First Psalm? 
In verses ten and eleven it says: “There 
shall no evil befall thee . .. for he shall 
give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways.” Take that Safety 
Psalm, and make it your own, and it will 
give you help and encouragement when 
you would be tempted to be downcast. 
Your intelligence will be directed by 
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ferent mind if we are so closely drawn to 
him that we let him take the burden in 
business and out of it. He can and will be 
the wisdom in every business transaction, 
if we will obey him. If we will look up 
and expect his deliverance from mishaps 
and mistakes, and have the confidence to 
believe he will see us through whatever we 
are asked to do by our employer, we shall 
not be disappointed but shall find him faith- 


ful. We do not need to work alone, but 
may ever have the “Colaborer” who. has 
offered to be a “sun and shield”; and you 


know the rest of that verse which says, 
“The Lord will give grace and glory: no 
good thing will he withhold from them that 
walk uprightly” (Psa. 84:11). So when 
you are yielded to him, it means mind and 
thinking powers, and all our being subject 
to him, so that in following his guidance 
we work out the plan he has for our lives. 
Our responsibility is to follow him, and 
to realize that he is- with us closely and 
constantly. In the shop, in the office, go- 
ing and coming, “whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.” 








A work well known fo Times readers, as 
seen by an American pastor and his wife 








Our Visit to the Belgian Gospel Mission 


By Coulson Shepherd 














trip to Europe that the Lord made 

possible for my wife and myself 
last summer included a visit to Belgium, 
and an opportunity to see and hear the 
marvelous working of the Lord through 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton and their 
faithful co-workers in the Belgian Gospel 
Mission. We believe it is one of the most 
outstanding, most practical, and most mirac- 
ulous wotks of faith and ilabors of love 
to be found in the activities of* modern 
missions, 

As one travels through Belgium, one of 
the most ancient of lands but having one of 
the most modern of kingdoms, and sees 
the peaceful inhabitants, with two lan- 
guages, French and Flemish, and yet none 
to call its own, sees the dog working in 
the place of the horse, and the sidewalks 
of the larger cities, with their array of 
tables and chairs, converted into open air 
cafés; and remembers how from time im- 
memorial it has been embroiled in Europe’s 
fiercest battles-—as one sees and remem- 
bers these things, he realizes why God so 
definitely called Mr. and Mrs, Norton to 
the work He is doing through them in 
Belgium. 

The headquarters of the work is located 
in Brussels, where there is a fine stone 
and concrete, five story, modern building, 
containing a bookstore, a most inviting and 
well designed auditorium seating 400, class- 
rooms for the French and Fiemish Bible 
Schools, dormitory, offices, and an apart- 
ment for Mr. and Mrs. Norton. 

The Gospel is. carried to the people by 
means of colporteurs visiting from house 
to house, and street meetings. We attended 
one of the street meetings and were amazed 


W E SHALL always be glad that the 


at the great crowd of people who listened 
most attentively as the messages were 
given. 

On Sunday we attended the morning 
service at the headquarters in Brussels, 
and marveled at the high type of men who 
comprised the greater part of a congrega- 
tion numbering about 250. In addition to 
this well organized church, of which the 
Rev. Jean Walti is pastor, there is another 
attractive building in the capital where the 
Mission carries on a fine Gospel work for 
the Flemish-speaking people of the city. 

The Nortons are now in America, and 
during their absence the work is carried 
on by John C. Winston, Jonathan J. Wil- 
liams, O. Vansteenberghe, A. C. Van Puf- 
felen, Miner Stearns (son of the late, but 
still much beloved, Dr. D. M. Stearns), 
and others, 


After attending morning worship and 





Mr, and Mrs. Ralph Norton, the 
Directors of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, are now in America, They 
will be in California from January 
15 to February 17, and in Florida 
during March, after which they will 
return to Philadelphia. Churches, 
Sunday-schools, and other Christian 
groups who would like to have 
them tell of their work may write 
to them in care of the Mission, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. Gifts should be sent to the 
Treasurer C, G, Trumbull, at the 
same address, 
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partaking of the Lord’s Supper, it was our 
priyilege to enjoy the hospitality of an 
erican home and the fellowship of Mr. 


‘ ~ Williaens, his wife, and their three children, 


In the afternoon we drove to several sta- 
tions of the Mission and continued to see 
the hand of the Lord at work in a won- 
derful way. 

Our first stop was Hal, where we visited 
the “Church of the Black Virgin.” Never 
have we encountered such superstition and 
spiritual darkness as witnessed here. These 
poor people, much to be pitied, believe that 
many years ago an enemy was attacking 
Hal, and the Virgin Mary came down from 
Heaven, caught the cannon balls, and thus 
saved the city and inhabitants from cer- 
tain destruction. In performing this feat 
she was blackened from the gunpowder. 
There is a compartment in the wall, be- 
hind heavy iron bars, where these cannon 
balls are kept as evidence. We saw crowds 
of people in the streets who had made 
pilgrimages to this “sacred shrine” from 
the surrounding country. Mr. Williams 
was anxious for us to see the “Black 
Virgin,” and not seeing it in the accustomed 
place, made inquiries and learned that it 
was heading a procession throggh the 
streets of the city. We witnessed throngs 
walking round and round the church build- 
ing, stopping now and again te pray (and 
to pay) to some “saint” made with hands, 
and especially before the grotesque stone 
figure representing our Lord on Calvary, 
We noticed women taking hairpins from 
their hair and -placing them at the foot 
of the cross. We were told by one of 
the proprietors of the many stores doing 
a thriving business selling miniatures of 
the “Black Virgin,” cards, beads, and all 
sorts of souvenirs, that people placing hair- 
pins thus, and putting money in the box, 
are cured of, and insured against headache, 

We motored on to Braine-le-Comte and 
had tea in the parsonage of the Mission’s 
church there. The “parsonage” is a very 
comfortable apartment above the auditorium, 
where we were not only refreshed by tea 
but by the warm hospitality and Christian 
fellowship of Pastor and Mrs. Henry K. 
Bentley and their children, It was a joy 
to talk to this man of God, for we could 
talk to him freely in our native tongue. 


Mr. Bentley is a graduate of the Moody 
Bible Institute, 


Our next stop was at Soignies, where 
we had time only to meet and greet Pas- 
tor Fernand Castiaux and look at another 
inviting and well equipped building owned 
by the Mission, and used to the glory of 

od. 

At six o’clock we arrived at Enghien, 
where Pastor and’ Mrs, Raoul Claude 
(graduates of the Mission’s Bible School) 
and their two lovely children were waiting 
to sit down to another tea with us. The 
Mission workers here have suffered much 
persecution at the hands of the Catholic 
priests, but are carrying on faithfully and 
heroically. Here it was our joy and priv- 
ilege to bring a Gospel message to over a 
hundred people who filled the Mission hall. 
Mr. Williams acted as interpreter. 

In these few years since the War, the 
Lord has so prospered this effort to evan- 
gelize Belgium that there are now fifty 
soul-saving stations spread throughout this 
land, where practically all the people are 
under the blight of a church that keeps 

(Continued on page 827) 
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JANUARY 7. BIRTH AND INFANCY OF JESUS | 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 1:1 to. 2:23, printed text: 2: 1-12 
Golden Text.— Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.—Mait. 1: 21 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 2: 1-12 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem, 


2 yr ogg Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 


3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 


4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of 
ie people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be 
rn 


5 ‘And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judza: for thus it is 
written by the prophet, 

6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, 
that shall rule my people Israel. 

7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired 
of them diligently what time the star appeared. 

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search dili- 
gently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring 
me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood 
over where the young child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshiped him: and 
when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 2: r Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, * Wisemen from the east came 
to Jerusalem, saying, 2 * Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we saw his star in the east, and are come to * worship him. 3 
And when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all Jeru- 
salem with him. 4 And gathering together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ should 
be born, 5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea: for 
thus it is written through the prophet, wigs 

6 * And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, is 
Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: 
For out of thee shall come forth a governor, ~~ 
Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. §-’ = 
7 Then Herod privily called the 1 Wisemen, and learned. of them 
exactly ® what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Beth- 
lehem, and said, Go and search out exactly concerning the young 
child; and when ye have found him, bring me word, that I also may 
come and * worship him. 9 And they, having heard the kirg, ‘went 
their way; and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 10 And 
when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
1r And they came into the house and saw the young child with 
Mary his mother; and they fell down and worshipped him;-and 
opening their treasures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frank- 
incense and myrrh. 12 And being warned of God ‘ 
they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country 
another way. 


*Gr., Magi. Compare Esther 1:13; Dan. 2:12; Acts 13: 
6, 8. Or, Where is the King of the Jews that is born? *The 
Greek word denotes an act of reverence whether paid to a 
creature (see chap. 4:19; 18:26), or to the Creator (see 
chap. 4:10). *Micah 4:2. ‘Or, the time of the star that 


in a dream that. 





gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 
12 And bein 
return to Her 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


T WAS a great beginning when the 
] mighty God, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, made man in his own image, out 
of the dust of the ground (Psa. 104: 30; 
Job 33:4). It was a greater beginning 
when the mighty God, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, himself became man, man in 
his. weakest form, a new-born babe. What 
a glorious beginning for a new year of 
Bible study —to start with the New Tes- 
tament, and to give six months to entering 
into the riches of that first book, which 
gives. the foundation and the key for un- 
derstanding all the rest. This study should 
result in many new beginnings, as the One 
who took up his abode in the lost world, 
to save. the world, takes up his abede in 
the human heart to save to the uttermost. 


The Historical Setting 

Herod died about April 1, in the vear 
of Rome 750 or 751, probably 750, which 
in our calendar is 4 B. C. Our Lord 
was born several months before Herod’s 
death, either in the same year, or, if 
the traditional December 25 is correct, 
in 5 B.C. The visit of the wise men 
took place several weeks, or a few months, 
after his birth, certainly after the presen- 
tation in the Temple. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 2:1.—In Bethlehem of Judea, 
About five miles south of Jerusalem, now 


warned of God in a dream that they should not 
, they departed into their own country another way. 


appeared. 
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the village of Beit Lahm, also meaning 
“House of Bread,” probably because of 
its rich grain fields; and it hotised the 
Bread of Life! Distinguished from Beth- 
lehem in Zebulun (Josh. 19:15). Herod 
the. King. See Special Topics. Wise men 
from the east. Whether. they came from 
Arabia, Persia, or Babylonia is not known, 
but probably from’ Babylonia, if they were 
of the famous priestly caste of the Medes, 
called “Magi.” 


Verse 2—Saying, Where is he. Ex- 
pecting all Jerusalem to know of this won- 
derful event. King of the Jews. An ex- 
pression indicating that they were Gentiles, 
We have seen his star in the east. These 
men probably had knowledge of the proph- 
ecies of Daniel and of Balaam concerning 
Messiah, and were informed by God in a 
dream or otherwise of the significance of 
the star. Several natural explanations of 
the Messianic star have been suggested, 
but the narrative rather indicates a super- 
natural appearance, specially designed for 
the Wise Men. Shall God who made the 
hundreds of millions of stars “for signs” 
(Gen. 1:14), not make one star to point 
the way to his Son? Are come to worship 
him. To pay homage to him; _not recog- 
nizing clearly that he is God, but he is 
from God, and they offer religious adora- 
tion. 


Verse: 3.— Herod . . . was troubled. Well 
he might be! He was ever watchful against 
those plotting for his life and his throne. 
All Jerusalem with him. Probably because 
of the danger of rousing the murderous fury 
of the cruel king. But Jerusalem would 


be troubled on her own account at the 


appearance of a holy Messiah, a 


Verse 4.—Where Christ should be born. 


Both the Wise Men and Herod recognized * 


that the predicted: “King of the Jews” was 
“the Messiah,” or the Anointed One — in 
the Greek “Christos.” 

Verse 5.—In Bethlehem of Judea, The 
answer was immediate and unanimous. For 
thus it is written. How startling that God’s 
guidance should have led the leaders of 


Israel to give this public testimony, and to ~ 


learn of Messiah’s coming. 


Verse 6.—Not the least among the princes ~ 
Matthew under the guidance of { 


of Juda. 
the Spirit does not quote Micah 5: 2 liter- 
ally, but gives the true sense; “princes” 
were the ‘heads of the “thousands” or “fam- 
ilies.” That shall rule my people. Shall 
“shepherd,” a beautiful figure of a king, 
and specially for this King. 


Verse 7.—Enquired .. . diligently what 
time the star appeared. “Accurately,” that 
he might know the age of the Child. Per- 
haps they told him a year, or less, though 
the time of the star’s appearing was not 
necessarily the time of the birth. (v. 16). 

Verse 9.—Lo, the star .. . went before 
them. It had not been seen on the jour- 
ney, and its reappearance was startling. 
Stood over where the young child was. 
Perhaps meaning over Bethlehem, but it 
may have indicated the house also. 


Verse 10.—They rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy. They were transported with 
this new confirmation that God indeed had 
spoken to them. They probably needed it 


after the experience in Jerusalem, 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council -— 
of Religious Education. 4 
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Lesson for January 7 


Verse 11.—Into the house. Not the inn 


where he was born. See Historical Set- 


ting. Opened their treasures. Rather, 
treasure cases. Gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh, The custom of bringing gifts to 
a king is a symbol of the fitness of coming 


jnto God’s presence with a gift (1 Kings 


30:2; Psa. 72:10). The gifts provided 
the expenses for the unexpected trip to 
Egypt. From the three gifts arose the 
tradition of three kings, and the gifts have 
been thought to symbolize royalty, divinity, 
suffering. In any case, they were royal 
gifts, the best the land offered (Exod. 30: 
23, 34; Song of Sol. 3:6; Psa. 45:8; John 
19: 39). 

The Heart of the Lesson 


“What will you do with Jesus?” was the 
immediate and insistent question that forced 
itself upon every one who came into contact 
with him at his birth, and to the end of his 
life. The extremes of light and darkness, 
and of divine glory and human. weakness, 
met in sharpest contrast in all the events 


of his birth and infancy. Lowliness and 


poverty attended his nativity, yet the ma- 
jesty of God hovered over him in the angels 
and the stars, and the riches of the wise 
men were poured at his feet. Great fear 
took hold of Herod and Jerusalem; ex- 
ceeding great joy took hold of the Magi. 
Loving and humble worship they offered 
the infant King, while Herod harbored 
bitter hate and murder. The protecting 
hand of God gave peace and safety to the 
family that cradled Messiah, but the 
mothers of Bethlehem had anguish of heart 
at the cruel and needless murder of their 
darlings. Most significant also was the 
contrast in the choices concerning the King. 
We can understand Herod’s insane enmity 
as he sought to preserve his throne to him- 
self and his family. But what of Jerusa- 
lem and the Jewish leaders? They heard 
the Magi tell of the star that pointed to 
Messiah, they told. Herod he was to be 
born in Bethlehem, then they went back to 
their selfish affairs with no concern for 
that which should have thrilled their hearts 
with wonder and joy. What are we doing 
with Jesus? 
Lesson Outlines 
Tue Kino’s First ComInG 
1. Earthly ancestry of the King (Matt. 
I:1-17). 2, Heavenly origin and human 
mother of the King (1: 18-25). 3. Proph- 
ecies pointing to the King (1:23; 2:6, 
15, 18, 23). 4. Adoration of the King 
(2: 1-12). 5. Satan’s attempt to slay the 
King (2:3-22). 6. Mingled glory and 
lowliness, joy and sorrow, worship and 
fear, rejection and acceptance. 
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RECEPTION OF THE KING 

1. Herod’s Choice: bitter enmity, jeal- 
ous fear; believing the Scripture and 
plotting murder, 

2. Jerusalem’s Choice: witnessing to 
Scripture that points to Messiah and his 
birthplace, and indifferent to Him. 

3. Wise Men’s Choice: listening to 
God’s voice, coming from “ends of earth” 
with worship and gifts. 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Genealogy. Matthew gives the ancestry 
of the King, from Abraham through the 
royal line of David. It is the genealogy 
of Joseph, as he was the legal father of 
Jesus. The genealogy of Luke begirs with 
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Lesson Calendar 


- The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1, January 7.—Birth and Infancy of Jesus. 
Matthew 1 : 1 to 2 : 23 

2. January 14.—Baptism and Temptation 
GE FOCUS vcascrcicccsee Matthew 3:1 to 4:18 

3 January 21.—jesus Begins His Ministry 
Matthew 4 : 12-25 

4. January 28—Standards of the Kingdom. 
Matthew 5: 1-48 

5. February 4.—Putting God’s Kingdom 
POOR ccceeicewes pavvecvees Matthew 6: 1-34 

6. February 11.—Timely Warnings (Tem- 
perance Lesson) .......... Matthew 7: 1-29 

g. February 18—Jesus’ Power to Help 
Matthew 8:1 to 9:34 

8. February 25.—The Twelve Sent Forth 
Matthew 9: 35 to1r:1 

9. March 4.—Jesus’ Testimony Concerning 
DOTS Matthew 11:2 to 12:50 

10. March 11.—Parables of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13: 1-52 

11. March 18—Jesus Responds to Faith 
Matthew 13:53 to 16:12 

12, March 25.—Review. 








Jesus and goes back to Adam, and the line 
is carried through Nathan, the son of David, 
rather than through Solomon. In Matthew 
it states that “Jacob begat Joseph,” and 
in Luke it speaks of Joseph as the son of 
Heli, There are several possible explana- 
tions of the differences in the genealogies, 
but the most attractive is that Matthew 
gives the royal line of Joseph, Luke the line 
of Mary (daughter of Heli), but this also 
in the name of Joseph, as the Jews did not 
reckon women in the genealogy. In any 
case, it seems clear that Mary was de- 
scended from David (Acts 2: 29, 30; Rom, 
1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8). 

King Herod and the King of Kings.— 
How remarkable that Israel’s true King 
should appear probably in the very year 
that the usurping King, who was in very 
truth Satan’s representative, was to finish 
his reign. No king ever lived who was 
more of a contrast to the Lord Jesus than 
Herod. Christ had a perfect genealogy, 
going back to David. Herod belonged to 
the Idumzans who had been forced to be 
circumcised and become Jews. He was 
made King by Rome in 40 B. C. and con- 
quered Jerusalem and took the kingdom in 
37- He murdered all the Maccabzan heirs 
who might interfere with his throne, in- 
cluding finally his own wife, the beautiful 
Mariamne; he murdered three of his own 
sons, and caused the death of many others. 


Other Special Topics. Fulfilled Proph- 
ecies. The Virgin Birth (see Dr. Machen’s 
article in Times of Dec. 9). Characteris- 
tics of Matthew Illustrated. Relation to 
Other Gospels. (See Preview of Matthew, 
Times of Dec. 16). 


Practical and Personal Applications 
Make the choice of the wise men! Have 
we joined Herod? the Jews of Jerusalem? 


or the Wise Men? in our attitude toward 
the Saviour? 


What have we given to him? Every gift 
given in Christ’s Name today is a gift to 
him as direct as the gold and frankincense 
and myrrh, 

If we would honor Christ we must sep- 
arate from the world. The Jews of Jeru- 
salem were more interested in the theater 
that Herod had built than in their Mes- 
siah, Many were given to pleasure, others 
to their religious and political affairs, and 
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utterly indifferent to the great Hope of 
Israel, 


Christ is the Light for the Gentiles: 
carry the Light! There are some five hun- 
dred millions in the East who have never 
heard the Gospel. 


Beware of knowledge of Scripture that 
does not lead to Christ. All the Jewish 
leaders knew the birthplace of Messiah, 
but none of them would go five miles to 
Bethlehem to find Messiah. Their knowl- 
edge will add to their condemnation in 
that day. : 


Trust God to bring peace ond joy out 
of suffering and anguish. The message of 
God to those Bethlehem mothers of the 
infant martyrs, and to sorrowing ones to- 
day, is found in the same prophecy that 
records the bitter weeping of Rachel (per- 
sonifying any mothers of Israel). Read 
it in Jeremiah 31: 16, 17, wonderful words 
of comfort and promised reward, — joy 
in the latter end. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Herod the Great would better be called 
Herod the great Monster. ‘ 


Have we, who have heard the Gospel 
all our lives, grown indifferent to it, like 
the Jews of Jerusalem, while the wise men 
of heathen lands rejoice in it with exceed- 
ing great joy? 

How Israel needed her true Shepherd, 
ruled by such shepherds as Herod, Arche- 
laus, Antipas! 


Bethlehem was little—but, as Sister 
Abigail says, “Little is much when God 
is in it.” 

A sinful and bloody world cradled the 
sinless Prince of Peace, but he will stay 
with it till he has made a new earth. 


Herod took counsel against the Lord and 
his Anointed; the Lord had him in deri- 
sion and his kingdom perished (Psa, 2:I- 
6, 10-12). 


God’s children are as safe from the power 
of the Enemy as the Child was from 
Herod’s futile attack. 


When God became man he took on him 
all the liabilities of man, and put at man’s 
disposal all His own resources. 


“The other wise man” of this story was 
Joseph, Son of David, lover and husband 
and protector of Mary, and the gtiardian 
of the Child, a man of obedient faith and 
nearness to the Lord, and like that other 
Joseph, a Master of dreams, 


Cotumatia, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and amgereyeens 3 character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT is the main point of Matthew’s 
first chapter? 
2. What is the point of Matthew’s second 
pter? 
3. What indications does Matthew give as 
to the time of the visit of the Wise Men? 


4. Can you find three things in the first 
two chapters of Matthew that goat indirectly 
to the fact that Jesus is God 


5. What references are made to Gentiles 
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in the first two chapters of Matthew? ‘Why 
is this remarkable? 


6. What are some of the blessings that flow 
from the fact that the Saviour came to the 
world as a newborn babe? 


7. Is there anything in the lesson or else- 
where to indicate that the brothers and sisters 
of Jesus (Mark 6:3) were younger children 
of Mary and Joseph? Why have they been 
thought of as cousins or as former children 
of Joseph? 


8. What are some of the characteristics of 
Matthew illustrated in the first two chapters? 


9. Can you mention three or four things 
that were not expected by the Wise Men and 
probably surprised them greatly? 


10. Was the birth of Jesus such as the 
Jews would expect, or did they look for a 
different coming of Messiah? What would 
the Old Testament lead them to expect? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good. illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

For April 1, 1934, illustrations are de- 

sired on the regular lesson in Matthew 

16 and 17, not on the optional Easter 

lesson in John 20. 


A Modern Herod.—And he sent them 
to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search dili- 
gently for the young child (Matt. 2:8). 
When a son was born to missionary Jessup 
in Beirut, Syria, he cabled something as 
follows to his brother and partner in New 
York, the firm name being King and Jes- 
sup: “King Jessup, New York. Son and 
heir born today.” The native servant took 
the message to the telegraph office, laid 
it down with the toll, and leit. The opera- 
tor, as was the custom in Turkey in those 
suspicious days, carried the message in to 
the censor before putting it on the wire. 
The gray-bearded censor, familiar with a 
dozen languages, gave it but a single glance, 
and shouted, “My carriage, quick!” Rush- 
ing to the palace of the Governor, he told 
him there was a crown prince born in that 
very town, and no doubt a plot against 
the throne of the country. The council 
was summoned, and an old copy of the 
Almanach de Gotha was scanned to see 
who this King Jessup was. They could 
not find it, but the theory that he was king 
of the Indians in America was advanced. 
The problem was to find this child, the 
heir apparent. Some one suggested locat- 
ing the messenger. He was found at a 
coffee shop, brought before the council, ami 
asked to have his master, the missionary, 
called. This done, Mr. Jessup with all 
gravity explained the mysterious affair; 
the inevitable coffee was drunk, and the 
incident was closed.—From Tarbell’s Guide, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


condensed, Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carth- 
age, S. D. Prize illustration, 


Or Was This the Star?—And lo, the star 
(v. 9). The great astronomer Kepler dis- 
covered that in Christ’s birth year there 
was an wnusual occurrence among the 
planets. He found that in that year Jupiter 
and Saturn, which are generally in remote 
parts of the sky, came three times so near 
together that to the unassisted eye the rays 
of one were absorbed by the other, and 
their combination gave an extraordinary 
brilliant light, which continued for some 
months.—From F. B. Meyer. Sent by H. 
Ellis Lininger, Venango, Neb. 


Was the Star This?—When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy (v. 10). There was in the shining of 
that star a signification that led these men 
from their country to the place where Jesus 
was born, It was an extraordinary and 
special movement in the stellar spaces, de- 
signed to lead these men to Christ. One 
of the most poetic thoughts about that star 
fell from the lips of a Welsh preacher. He 
suggested that it may have been the em- 
bodying of the Shekinah glory of old, 
which had been homeless since the infidel- 
ity of God’s people, and now went outside 
the covenant to bring men back to the true 
ark of the covenant, its abiding home hence- 
forth, This star shone in an unexpected 
place, outside of the covenant, to attract 
men to the privileges of the covenant.— 
From “The Crises of the Christ,” by G. 
Campbell Morgan. Sent by G. T. Humble, 
Peoria, Ill, 


The Weight of a Name.—His name 
(Golden Text). An instrument used for 
weighing gold in the assay office is bal- 
anced so delicately that when two pieces of 
paper, of exactly the same weight are placed 


‘on the balances, it still retains the same 


poise, But if a name be written on one of 
the papers, it will turn the scale. The name 
of Jesus on the heart turns the scale to 
the peace and presence of God. It is the 
possession of his name thus written that 
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spells “saved.” It is the lack of it that. 


spells “lost.’—From Sunday School Chron- 
icle, Sent by Mrs. B. G. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Prisoner’s Greatest Need.—He shali 
save his people from their sins (Golden 
Text). It is not enough, if you would 
help a prisoner, to go to him and say, 
“Friend, I come to instruct you, to amuse 
you, and to help you to pass the time.” 
What he wants is, not to make his cap- 
tivity more tolerable, but to be set free. 
Our Lord came to make us free,—From 
The Gospel Witness. Sent by Mrs, B. G, 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Modern “Prophet.”—For thus i 
is written by the prophet (Matt, 2:5). 
At the time I was coming from the foggy 
lowiands of unbelief into the sunny moun- 
tain top of the Christian life there was no 
one thing that clinched my faith as that 
which was “written by the prophets.” The 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah gripped me 
both by its accurate reportorial description 
of the expected Messiah and by the beauty 
of its diction and the melody of its rhythm, 
I was able to know that only a revelation 
from Heaven would picture to a nation ex- 
pecting a “lion” to overcome the hated Ro- 
man conqueror, a gentle non-resistant lamb, 
“dumb before her shearers” (Rev. 5:5). 

Mr. Roger Babson has a statistical or- 
ganization up the Boston way. Bankers 
and business men pay his company several 
million dollars a year for his “forecasts.” 
All during the early months of 1929 Bab- 
son told his clients to look out. In Sep- 
tember he said, “There is a crash coming, 
and it may be a terrific one. Wise are 
those who now get out of debt and reef 
their sails.” But very few paid any more 
heed to Babson than the Jews did to Isaiah, 
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The, “crash” came, and the proud city of 
Jerusalem found herself in ruins in the 
year A, D. 70. 

The proud nation of America found her- 
self, and still finds herself, if not in ruins, 
with a tremendous unemployment problem 
and with long bread lines in the cities, 
That is to say, the “Jews” of A. D. 1929 
mo more believed prophet Babson than the 
Jews of 1929 B. C. believed! (All right, 
about 700 B. C., then.) 

Speaking of Mr. Babson, as we were a 
few moments ago, he says he was brought 
up in a Christian home at Gloucester, Mass., 
until old enough to go to college. In this 
modernistic college he was made a near- 
atheist. But with the help of his devoted 
Christian wife he recovered from the evil 
influence, On page 156 of “Making Good 
in Business,” Mr. Roger Babson says, 
“When sixteen years of age I was con- 
verted at a revival campaign which was 
being held by a man named Munhall in 
1891.” Dr. Munhall is still alive in Flor- 
ida. 

“The Music of the Spheres.” —Lo, the 
star ... went before them (v. 9).. Did 
you ever hear of “The music of the 
spheres”? If you will take one of the 
old-fashioned cut nails and throw it swiftly 
through the air you will hear it “sing” in 
a beautiful pleasing note. Dear me, don’t 
I know! One of the best “dressing outs” 
Dad ever gave his little Billy boy was for 
me and the gang throwing away part of 
a keg of ten penny nails just to hear ’em 
go “bing”! 

There are those who contend that the 
stars sing. They call it “the music of the 
spheres.” Here is the Scriptural authority 
from Job 38:1, 6, 7: 


Then the Lord answered ‘Job out of the 
whirlwind, and said, . . . Whereupon are 
the foundations thereof fastened? or who 
laid the corner stone thereof; when the 
morning stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy? 
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One of Shakespeare’s most beautiful pas- 
sages refers to this. Merchant of Venice. 
Act 5, Scene 1. Lorenzo is running away 
with Shylock’s daughter Jessica. They 
are in the garden. Lorenzo speaking, 


How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this 
bank | 


Here will we sit, and let the sounds of music 
Creep in our ears; soft stillness and the night 
Become the touches of sweet harmony. 


Sit, Jessica. Look how the floor of Heaven 


Is thick inlaid with patines of bright gold; 
There’s not the smallest orb which thou 
behold’st 
But in his motion like an angel sings, 
Still quiring to the young-ey’d cherubims; 
Such harmony is in immortal souls; 
But, whilst this muddy vesture of decay |. 
Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear it. 
If it could be true that the stars sing 
in their orbit, as the morning stars are said 
to do, what a song this Guiding Star must 
have sung in this Advent time! What an 
“accompaniment” this stellar music could 
have been to the multitude of the heavenly 
host. who were praising God and singing 
“Glory to God in the highest!” 


Old Herod.—They departed into their 
own country another way (v. 12). So 
they fooled old Herod, and beside had a 
change of scenery and landscape. When 
Her Majesty and Yours Truly go places 
in our automobile, Her Majesty almost 
always says, “Will, I think it would be nice 
if we could go home another way.” Doc- 
tor, there’s a sermon suggestion for you, 
“Home Another Way.” I will not steal 
your thunder, so go to it. 

When Jesus came into the world with 
the star and the angel and the heavenly 
host and the song and the music, something 
else ominous and evil came into Bethlehem 
a little later. The sword and death. Over 
against the songs of the angels were the 
wails of the mothers. Rachel weeping for 
her children (Jer. 31:15). 

It has been Jesus vs. Herod ever since. 
Life vs. Death. Sweet vs. Bitter. Laughter 
vs. Tears. Good Times vs. Hard Times. 
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Old Herod with his snick-a-snee is always 
with us trying to kill the best that is in us. 
Why, only this very day at a luncheon, a 
friend said, “Uncle Billy, why is such-and- 
such-a-thing permitted by Heaven?” “Be- 
cause there is such a place as hell,” was 
my prompt reply. 

Yes, there are those who try to make 
themselves believe there is no Devil with 
his hell, Hellish work goes on just the 
same, Not a single blessing has come into 
the world from Christ’s day to this day, 
but over against it and with it has come 
some Devil-sent Herod or other. With 
the morphine, and so on, to deaden pain 
has come the curse of the drug habit. The 
automobile is one of the most pleasure- 
giving inventions sprung from the brains 
of men. Yet behold old “Herod” in the 
holdups, robberies, murders, and get-aways. 
Not to speak of the impoverishment of 
many a family, which mortgaged the home, 
or withdrew the savings in the vain attempt 
to “keep up with the Joneses.” 


CoaTEsvILie, Pa, 
vw 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: 


A birth announcement 
card. 











OU have all received occasionally one 

of these cunning little cards, telling of 
the arrival of a baby at the home of some 
friend. And how eagerly you looked to 
see what they had named the baby! Per- 
haps there has been a baby in your own 
home, and you have discussed various 
names. I have even known one baby that 
went without a name until he was old 
enough to choose one for himself, because 
his father and mother couldn’t agree on 
a name, 
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But today we study of a Child whose 
name had been chosen, not by his mother, 
but was announced by ar angel to his 


. mother and her husband, before the Baby - 


was born. And’ his name was Jesus. 
Jesus means Saviour. This has been 
the dearest name to thousuands of saints 
down through the centuries. Does it mean 
anything to you? Is he your Saviour? 
Mopesto, Cat. eee 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we would share the joy of those who were 
tejoicing because of the coming of the King. 
We thank thee that he came into the world 
as a little child, and that he was not, nor is 
he now, a remote Lord, “loving afar to be” 
but that he is our ever-living Saviour. Give 
us, we pray thee, at the beginning of this’ year 
a new sense of his reality in our lives. May 
we commit ourselves to his service, worship 
him. in sincerity, and serve him with faithful- 
ness day by day. In his name we pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—It is wonderful that 
we can in our lesson-study really begin 
the year with the Lord Jesus in his coming 
to earth, How much we have learned about 
him since we have been hearing the Gospel 
The biggest problem we have in life is 
the problem of sin, and we are ‘told the 
tremendous fact that he, our Lord Jesus, 
“shall save his people from their sins.” If 
we could only take up this new year with 
restful confidence in that great fact, what 
a difference would be made in the way the 
days will unfold! We shall have to meet 
many temptations, some of which will be 
new, and they will come to us unexpectedly, 
Shall we not rest in him to meet these 
temptations, realizing that it is not his will 
that sin should rule in our lives. If we 
have not yet confessed him, iet us begin 
the new year by doing so. Let us pray. 


Tue, Osmo 





IN 
IS HE YOURS? 











w 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for Janvary 7) 


1. The Lord Jesus, the Saviour, was the 
lineal descendant of David, miraculously con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit to be born of the 
Virgin Mary. 

2. Each detail concerning the birth and in- 
fancy of the Saviour was in exact accord with 
recorded prophecy, and under angelic ministry, 


3. This visit occurred some weeks, or even 
months, after the birth of the Lord Jesus, 
He is called “the young child,” not “the babe” 
as in Luke’s second chapter; the Wise Men 
find the family in a “house,” not the stable 
of his birth; Herod the Great died shortly 


afterward. 
4. The name “Jesus,” meaning “Jehovah- 
Saviour”; the name “Immanuel,” meaning 


“God with us”; and the portion of propliecy 
in Micah 5:2 not quoted in Matthew, which 
says that Messiah’s “goings forth,” or origin, 
“have been from of old, from everlasting.” 


5. The names of Rahab and Ruth in the 
genealogy, and the visit and adoration of the 
Wise Men. Matthew was the Gospel espe- 
cially for Jews. 


6. It has revealed the sacredness of infancy 
and of motherhood, has given us a Saviour who 
has passed through the stages of childhood, 
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has emphasized the condescension of the 
mighty God in taking our nature, has encour- 
aged chastity, has changed the world’s atti- 
toward infants, children, and women. 

7. In Psalm 69: 7-9 Christ, in prophecy, 
speaks of his “brethren” as “my mother’s 
children.” It was most natural t Joseph 
and Mary should have children, and the only 
reason the brothers and sisters (Mark 6: 3) 
have not been considered his own brothers 
and sisters is the false view of the higher 
Peay, Be virginity. Matthew 1:25 says 
that ist was the firstborn of Mary, and 
therefore suggests that he was her firstborn 
child and also the oldest son of his legal father 
Joseph, from whom his Davidice descent is 
traced. Otherwise, would not Joseph’s eldest 
son be the real successor? 


8. The Jewish Gospel, linked with the Old 
Testament, the note of suffering and rejection, 
Messiah the Light of ‘the Gentiles, the Gos- 
pel of the King. 


9. That no one in Jerusalem knew of the 
birth of the King, .that he was born in such 
a humble place as Bethlehem, that he was in 
a = little home of poverty, that they had 
to warned against the Jewish King who 
said he wanted to worship Messiah. 


10. The Lord Jesus was just the kind of 
Saviour who was expected by Jews that were 
in the Spirit, awaiting Israel's redemption, 
such as Simeon, Anna, Mary, Elisabeth. The 
Jews who were looking for a Messiah to come 
in glory to deliver them misinterpreted their 
own Scriptures, which predicted a child com- 
ing in humility and a suffering Messiah. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Giving to the Great Giver. 

1. God gave his Son. 

a Born King. 

3. “They presented unto him gifts.” 


NE evening toward the end of the 

World War a little boy was walking 
on the street with his father, Looking 
up at the houses, he noticed that in some 
of the windows stars were hanging. Ask- 
ing his father why they were there, he 
was told that they were to. show that the 
families living in those houses had given 
One or more sons ‘to fight in the War. 

Presently the little boy looked up and 
saw the first evening star twinkling in: the 
sky. “Oh, Father,” he said, “did God give 
a Son, too?” 

“Yes,” was the reply, “God gave his only 
Son to suffer and to‘die for you and me.” 

“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3: 16). 

Those who gave their lives in the World 
War made a human sacrifice for the free- 
dom of their loved ones and of their coun- 
try, and their death is not in any other way 
like the death of Christ, for he, God’s Son, 
gave his life “for the sins of the whole 
world” (1 John 2:2). 

Show the children, on the map, the Beth- 
lehem where the Lord Jesus was born, 

Bring out the fact that Mary was the 
mother of the Lord Jesus, but God was his 
father, and not Joseph. 

The Lord was presented in the Temple 
in Jerusalem (Luke 2:21), and thence re- 
turned to Nazareth (v. 39). The events 
in our lesson (Matt. 2: 1-12), therefore, 
must have taken place about two years 
after his birth, between Luke 2: 39 and 2: 
40, and the Wise Men must have been led 
by the star to the house in Nazareth, and 
not to the “manger” in Bethlehem, as is 
popularly supposed. 








December 23, 1933 


Read the lesson slowly, stressing the 
words of the Wise Men, “born King,” in 
verse 2, The number of these Wise Men 
is not stated, nor from what country they 
came, nor that they were kings, nor that 
they were black men. These are all hu- 
man imaginings, without foundation in 
God’s Word. All we are told is that they 
had seen a miraculous star in the East, 
where they dwelt, probably at the time of 
the birth of the Saviour two years pre- 
viously, Verses 9 and 10 make it clear 
that the star did not precede them in their 
journey to Jerusalem, as is popularly sup- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





(QRTH AND INFANCY OF JESUS 





a 
— 


MATT. Bil. 


~ 


Pas Bs, 


ve dh 

















Lesson for January 7 


posed, but that after they had left Jeru- 
salem, the star which they had seen in the 
East suddenly reappeared and led them to 
where the young Child was. 

“They presented unto him... gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh” (v. 11). So God 
provided the necessary means for the flight 
into Egypt. Let the children compare 
Philippians 4: 19. 

Expression Work 

Teach the children the Memory Verse 
(Matt. 2:11b). We all have “treasures” 
which we can present to the Lord Jesus. 


Discuss with the children what gifts they 
can give to him. 


York, Enc. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The King and His Kingdom 
1. The King is Born: 


Parents — Name — Place — Time — 
First Gifts — First Journey. 











URNING from the chief ambassador 

of the King to the King himself will 
bring no anti-climax in interest to your 
girls. Paul, the world’s greatest mission- 
ary, is ever interesting, but how much more 
so is Paul’s adored Saviour and Lord! 
We have six months, now, to spend study- 
ing “The King and His Kingdom” (note 
plan suggested above), as Matthew por- 
trays him for us, under the inspiration of 
God’s Holy Spirit. 

Spend the first few minutes in class, in- 
troducing Matthew to your girls as one 
eminently well fitted for this writing: one 
of Jewish race and faith, versed in the Old 
Scriptures and their prophecies of their 
coming King; and also one fully acquainted 
with kingly affairs of his own times, being 
in the employ of the Roman government 
itself, with friends and connections, evi- 
dently, in high-government circles. There 
are indications all through his Gospel of 
these facts —help your girls to watth for 
them, and:see how God used Matthew’s 
natural qualities and training, under in- 
spiration, to portray the expected King as 
he fulfilled prophecy for the Jews, and yet 
met every requirement of the King Uni- 
versal—the Lord as well as the Saviour 
of all men. ; 

How beautifully Matthew’s first two 
chapters record just what we all want to 
know about any new baby — certainly about 
this royal Child, who was “born king of 
the Jews,” and proved to be King of kings! 
Here we find his parentage—of rcyal 
lineage, though not then in kingly estate 
by any means—to be of both earth and 
Heaven, and his actual birth one of the 
miracles of the ages. Matthew’s restated 
statements on that point cannot be mis- 
taken. We must accept them, or hold Mat- 
thew in error — and as not inspired (Matt. 
1: 18-25). 

And that wonderful Name given this 
kingly Child, of God’s own choice by the 
mouth of the angel Gabriel, the arch mes- 
senger of Heaven (Luke 1: 26) — “Sweet- 
est note. in seraph song, sweetest name on 
mortal tongue, sweetest carol ever sung, 
Jesus, blessed Jesus”! What name in all 
the world’s history means half so much to 
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half’so many, as his Name who saves his 
people from their sins? 

The place and the time of his birth Mat- 
thew gives most carefully—exactly ac- 
cording as it was “written through the 
prophets” — and then follows that story of 
the infant King’s first gifts, kingly gifts 
they were, brought by Wise Men who trav- 
eled far and knelt in humble adoration to 
present them — gifts fraught with signifi- 
cance as well as devotion. And Matthew 
tells of the angel’s warning and his flight, 
by night, taking the Baby on his first 
journey, down into the ancient land of his 
people’s bondage, that “out of Egypt” God 
might call his Son. The return and resi- 
dence in Nazareth follow, making a most 
satisfying record of the infancy of the new 
“King of the Jews,” and of all the world, 
Is he yours? 

Home Study 


Memorize Matthew’s second chapter this 
week —a record whose every detail is of 
vital importance to every follower of this 
King. 

Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: By a star. 

Discussion: See how many ways the fel- 
lows can name that the Lord Jesus Christ 


is seeking to come into the hearts of fel- 
lows today. 


Objective: Into my heart, come, Lord 
Jesus — today. 


AY, fellows, if you are a Boy Scout 

you will have an added interest in the 
way the Wise Men followed a star upon 
their great search for the new-born King. 
When they arrived in Jerusalem, they said, 
“We have seen his star in the east.” That 
used to puzzle me when I found that these 
Wise Men had most probably come from 
Persia, or some other country east or south- 
east of Palestine. I thought, well, if they 
saw his star in the east, why didn’t they 
go east, instead of coming west? But of 
course it was, simply their way of saying 
that it was while they were in the east 
they had seen the star. The star was in 
the west, therefore, they came west, search- 
ing. For the time being, the star was not 
visible. Maybe it was cloudy; or more 
likely it was simply in God’s plan that 
they should make those inquiries there in 
the capital, starting a series of events which 
would fulfill prophecy. The Lord has his 
way of doing that very thing: fulfilling 
prophecy ! 

Stars have served as guides since the 
early ages. Many a poor sailor upon the 
wide seas, or traveler upon the trackless 
desert has “thanked his stars” for showing 
him the way. One evening a couple of us 
fellows lost our way in the swamp, and I 
tell you we were glad to see the clouds 
clear away sufficiently to uncover the “Big 
Dipper,” by whose. outer edge we were able 
to locate the North Star. We were going 
deeper into the swamp, instead of getting 
out; but the sight of that North Star 
enz bled us to correct our course, and in an 
hour we were on the familiar road home. | 

But,. fellows, I am thinking, this first 
Sunday in the New Year, how much more 
fortunate you, and I are than the Wise 
Men. To find the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
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King, we do not have to sit up long nights 
watching for a star; nor at some midnight 
mount a camel and start a long and un- 
certain journey across the desert, then 
mountains and plains and rivers, almost 
fainting upon the hot sands by day, or 
shivering in the chilly dews of night; finally 
coming into a strange land ruled by a 
crafty and tyrant king, there by stealth and 
in peril of our lives to worship, offer our 
gifts, and escape as best we may. 

No, the conditions are quite reversed. 
Your King seeks you, instead. Right 
where you are, He is knocking: at your 
door. He brings far richer gifts than any 
Wise Men could offer. He brings his life 
and offers it to you. His riches, his power, 
his wonderful companionship — day by day, 
hour by hour. 

Fellows, let’s fling wide the door this 
New Year, that the King may enter and 
take his place upon. the throne of our heart 
—there to rule and to make life glorious 
in his service, 


Greenssoro, N. C. 





[ With the New Books | 





Standard Reference Indexed Bible. 
(John A. Hertel Co., Publishers, Chicago, 
seven different styles of binding from $5.85 
in black cloth to $27.85 in best leather.) 
A whole library of helps is contained in 
this one volume, which is in five parts: 
Part I has a section on the Bible, its in- 
spiration, and how we got our English 
Bible; a summary of each book; a cyclo- 
pedic index of more than 200 pages; list 
of precious promises, and selected Scrip- 
tures for special needs. Part II, the life 
and teachings of Christ; predictions con- 
cerning him; chronological index and har- 
mony of the Gospels; lists of Christ’s dis- 
courses, parables, miracles, prayers, and his 
teachings on important subjects. Part III, 
doctrinal and practical information; giving 
titles applied to the Word of God, to Jesus 
Christ, to God the Father, to the Holy 
Spirit, to the Church, to Christians, and 
to ministers; a list of Bible stories for 
young people; miracles and miraculous 
events of the Old Testament; parables of 
the Old Testament; prayers of the Bible; 
judges of Israel, and kings; names of 
prophets, of Canaan, of Jerusalem; lists of 
the mountains, rivers, trees, animals, birds, 
reptiles, precious stones, musical instru- 
ments, and so on. Also a list of popular 
and proverbial sayings derived from Scrip- 
ture, a series of chronological charts, and a 
study of events in the lives of twelve great 
Bible characters. Part IV is the text of 
Old and New Testaments, self-pronouncing, 
with more than 63,000 marginal chain ref- 
erences. In the New Testament the words 
of the Lord Jesus are printed in red. Part 
V gives a full section to instruction for 
personal workers; laws of the Bible; and 
a Christian character analysis, showing 
positive qualities which are commended, and 
negative qualities which are warned against, 
giving in single words more than 150 hu- 
man characteristics mentioned in the Bible, 
with chapter and verse. Then follow the 
order of events in the trial of our Lord, 


-and scenes and incidents at the crucifixion, 


more than 1060 pages of illustrated encyclo- 
pedia and Bible dictionary, and maps with 
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index, This amazing amount of informa- 
tion, more than 1,700 pages fully indexed 
and clearly printed on opaque India paper, 
is contained in a book the size of an ordi- 
nary reference Bible. 


Daily Communion. By Dr. Samuel Mc- 
Pheeters Glasgow. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
What strength one derives, what comfort 
and blessing, from the daily touch with 
God. In the rush of this age many have 
dropped meditation from their spiritual de- 
votions, with the resulting inestimable loss 
of definite communion with God, because 
meditation and communion are inseparable. 
Scripture passages are here given for each 
day. Enlightening, searching comments on 
these passages follow, and a beautiful hymn 
or poem completes the day’s worship, Dr. 
Glasgow’s comments are deeply spiritual, 
clear, and true to the Word of God. He 
includes passages and comments on the 
death of Christ, our new birth by faith in 
him, the resurrection, our “all things” in 
Christ, service, Christian conduct, and many 
others. The hymns are appropriate to the 
day’s selection, filling one’s soul with wor- 
ship and praise. Many will value this book, 
both for private “daily communion” and 
for family worship. Ministers and Chris- 
tian workers will find it suggestive, and 
helpful for young people’s meetings and 
other worship services. 








The Victorious Life 




















December Month-End Conference 


VICTORIOUS Life Conference will 

be held December 209-31 at Keswick 
Grove, N. J. The speakers will be Lew 
Wade Gosnell, D.D., Dean of the Bible 
Institute of Pennsylvania; Charles A. 
Blatchley, Treasurer of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, and Addison C. Raws, Field 
Secretary. 

The rate per day is $2, and there is no 
registration fee. For reservations or fur- 
ther information write to Addison C. Raws, 
Keswick Grove, N. J. 


“The Federal Council's 
Futile Answer” 


BOOK that has created much interest 

in the activities of the Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in America is 
Colonel Sanctuary’s “Tainted Contacts.” 
Soon after its publication, the Federal 
Council issued an “Answer” entitled “The 
Truth About The Federal Council, An 
Analysis of Col. Sanctuary’s ‘Tainted Con- 
tacts.’” This was discussed in an editorial 


in Tue Sunpay ScHoo.t Times of August 
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13, 1932, in which it was shown that the 
statements in Colonel Sanctuary’s book 
were practically unanswerable, 

So great was the interest in this subject 
that Colonel Sanctuary later published a 
small booklet, envelope size, sixteen pages, 
selling for ten cents, entitled “The Federal 
Council’s Futile Answer.” This is packed 
with information which members of sound 
evangelical churches ought to have. A 
number of these booklets are still on hand 
and may be had on request, until the supply 
is exhausted, for only the cost of postage 
to cover mailing. They should be ordered 
from Col. E. N. Sanctuary, 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. 





The Brow J People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Jan. 14, Understanding Ourselves. Rom. 7 : 12- 
25. 





Sunday, January 7 


Have We the Best Foundations for Life? 
(Matt. 7 : 24-29) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—The foundation foreseen (Isa. 28: 


16). 

Tues.—Building a foundation (1 Tim. 6: 
17-21). 

Wed.—Building on apostolic teaching (Eph. 
2: 19-22). 

Thurs.—Building on love (x Cor. 13: 1-7). 

Fri.—Noble living (1 Pet. 2 : 1-10). 

Sat.—The we true foundation (1 Cor. 3: 
11-17). 











What do we mean by “foundations for life”? 


What principle do you think is most im- 
portant to follow? 
How can we make Jesus our life’s foundation? 


FIVE dollar bill was presented for 

deposit at a bank not long ago. It 
had done a great deal of good. It had 
paid a widow’s rent, bought food for the 
hungry, squared up three or four accounts, 
made a church treasurer happy when it 
was found on a contribution plate, and 
made a sexton happier when his back 
salary was paid by it. 

But, strange to say, when it passed into 
the receiving teller’s window at the bank, 
the teller handed it back. 

“What’s wrong?” asked the depositor. 

“Counterfeit,” said the teller. 

Its record of good deeds was worthless 
when it came to passing the observation 
of one who was able to detect its real 
character. de 


We hear considerable shallow talk in 
these days concerning the futility of creeds 
and fundamentals. There are even some 
religious leaders who would tell us that 
it does not matter so much what a man 
believes; it is his life that counts. One 
may even regard Christ on the same level 
as Buddha or Mohammed or Moses, they 
tell us, but if his life is one of self-sacri- 
fice and’ noble ideals it will be acceptable 
to God. Yet nothing is more contrary 
to the plain teaching of God’s Word. It 
tells us, “Without faith it is impossible to 
please him” (Heb 11:6); “faith cometh 
by hearing and hearing by the worti of 
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God” (Rom. 10:17). The Scriptures pre- 
sent God’s foundation stone, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and tell us that “other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3: 11). 


ye 

Another false foundation upon which we 
may be tempted to build is that of sincerity. 
Sincerity in itself is an excellent thing, but 
it is absolutely valueless as a foundation. 
We may see how true this is if we think 
for a moment of walking out upon a frozen 
surface of a lake. We may be wholly sin- 
cere in our belief that the ice will hold us, 
but we may also be terribly mistaken. Our 
sincerity will not help us when the ice 
breaks and lets us down into the water, 

It is just as foolish to say that because 
@ person is sincere in his beliefs and hon- 
estly seeks to do as he believes he should, 
God will accept this and reward him with 
eternal life. The heathen worshiper may 
be pathetically sincere in bowing before 
his idols, but the solemn declaration of 
God’s Word is that he is hopelessly and 
eternally lost. 


Still another treacherous foundation is 
a head knowledge of Christ and of the 
Bible without a heart experience of. sal- 
vation. Those of us who have the advan- 
tage of being reared in a Christian family 
and in a Christian environment are espe- 
cially open to the temptation to build upon 
such a false foundation. 

We perhaps may have been permitted to 
join the church on the strength of our 
Christian training. We may lead lives that 
are free from vicious sin and be looked upon 
as sincere Christians. But if we have never 
decided for ourselves the matter of accept- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal 
Saviour all of this will avail us nothing. . 

The Lord Jesus warned especially against 
such building when he said, “Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord . 
and then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity” (Matt. 7:22, 23). 


4 
How, then, are we to build upon the 
right foundation? We have seen that that 
fcundation is the Lord Jesus Christ. Be- 
fore we can build upon it we must accept 
him as the One who died on Calvary in 
our place as God’s perfect sacrifice for our 
sins. Then, as good workmen, we must 
go to God day by: day for instruction 
“Except the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain that build it” (Psa. 127: 1). 
God has promised guidance and direction 
and empowering for the task of building. 
Will you ask him for instructions and con- 

sistently follow them? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


The Times Lesson List for 1934 is ready, © 
Io cents @ copy. 
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[ Children at Home | 





Ayo’s Song 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


ce DE, Dide.” It was the voice of 

Ayo’s mother telling her it was time 
to get up. The little girl opened her sleepy 
eyes, for it was still very early. 

“Get up quickly and sweep round,” said 
her mother. “We must be busy today, for 
tomorrow is big worship.” 

Ayo rolled up her rush mat lying on the 
mud floor and it did not take her long to 
dress. A dark blue blanket served her for 
day and night wear, and she deftly wrapped 
it round her in the African style. She set 
to work with a will, and soon the compound 
‘was tidy and well swept. Then she set 
off to the stream for water, carrying a 
large empty pot on her head. She had to 
go for over half a mile through the dense 
jungle, and she hardly dared lift her eyes 
from the ground, as there were twisted tree 
roots and sharp stones, besides snakes, and 
she was afraid of stumbling and breaking 
her water pot. 

Ayo’s father was a Christian, and. she, 
too, had learned to love the Saviour, so 
she was not afraid of being alone, although 
she had to pass through a dark grove where 
the heathen worshiped a cruel spirit who 
was supposed to eat children. Most of 
the village people where she lived were 
fighting against the handful of Christians, 
' and the little girl knew their enemies were 
always plotting evil. The chief had said 


they would kill her father because he was 


the leader in the little mud-built church. 
He was a brave man, but he knew how 
powerful the chief was, so he decided to go 
to the nearest mission station to seek help 
and protection. 

So on this morning Ayo was praying in 
‘her heart: “Oh, God, do look after my dear 
father, and I pray thee to guard him from 
all evil. I know you are with him, wher- 
ever he is now.” 

Filling her water pot, Ayo turned to 
retrace her steps when she saw a crocodile, 
which looked like a trunk of a huge tree 
near by, suddenly open his huge jaws, and 
he very nearly managed to catch her leg. 
Dropping her water pot, she fled through 
the jungle. Poor Ayo was terrified, and 
now they had no water to cook the yams 
(like sweet potatoes) for breakfast. 

Her mother, however, was much too 
thankful to get her home safely to trouble 
about the broken pot, and together they 
knelt and thanked God for his wonderful 
care and deliverance. 

“Let us sing a song of praise, Mother,” 
exclaimed Ayo. “I am so glad I learned 
so many at school.” 

“Truly I rejoice, my child, that God 
has given you such a good voice; I wish 
I could sing more.” 

The little girl was home on her holidays 
from a distant town where she was “learn- 
ing books,” and very pleased and proud 
she felt to be there. It was only natural 
that some of the girls in the village should 
envy her, as even the chief’s daughters 
were absolutely ignorant. 

Several days passed before her father 
got back very disappointed, because the 
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missionary was sick and the European dis- 
trict officer had been called away elsewhere. 
Things certainly looked dark for the little 
band of Christians, and every unfair means 
was used to try and prevent them attend- 
ing church service. They were wonder- 
fully plucky, and Ayo’s parents were the 
leaders of all in their brave determination 
to worship God at all costs. 

Unfortunately one of the young Chris- 
tian women had been given some foreign 
clothes by her husband on his return from 
the Coast. She proudly wore her bright 
pink dress and a hat covered with scarlet 
ribbons to church. That proved to be the 
climax. The heathen chief was so angry, 
because of the envy of his family, that he 
called his men, and when the Christians 
were in the little mud-built church they 
heard the wildest beating of drums and 
fierce shrieks. They had only time to shut 
the doors and wooden shutters in the win- 
dow spaces, before an angry mob dashed 
up to the church yelling terribly and bran- 
dishing long knives threatening to kill any 
Christians who dared to come out. Trem- 
bling with fear in the semi-darkness of 
the church the Christians drew close to 
one another praying to God to protect them. 
The yelling crowds outside beat upon the 
doors, but wonderful to say they did not 
break inside. 

Then the voice of the chief was heard 
above the din promising to forgive any of 
the Christians who would give up their 
faith in their “foreign God.” The little 
band in the church looked at each other, 
but not one would yield; they were ready 
to die but not to deny their Saviour. 

The hours dragged on and night fell. 
Hunger and thirst began to affect every 
one, but the heathen outside kept watch 
ready to kill anyone daring to come out. 
At length under cover of darkness Ayo’s 
father determined to risk his life in trying 
to go for help to the nearest town. They 
made a hole in the thatched roof and he 
squeezed through it, for they knew how 
determined the chief was that they should 
perish inside. Ayo felt very proud of him 
when he resolved to go, and how she 
prayed God to keep him from all danger. 

Repeatedly the chief kept offering re- 
lease if only they would give up their faith, 
but led by Ayo’s strong voice they sang: 


“We won’t deny our Saviour, 
To Him we must true, 

No matter what the suffering, 
Our God will bring us through.” 


As the fierce heat of the day increased the 
thirst was nearly unbearable, and one or 
two became so exhausted that they looked 
as if they must yield and deny their Sav- 
iour. But Ayo, though her lips were 
parched, and her throat felt like an oven, 
always managed at the critical moment to 
begin some line of a hymn. Again and 
again she did so, and the older ones seeing 
the little girl so brave and fearless felt 
truly ashamed, At last few could sing — 
and Ayo kept on whispering still the words 
of comfort and assurance. 

Another night passed and the morning 
broke. Poor little Ayo could scarcely 
make herself heard, but still she kept on 
whispering the words of a hymn, “Joy 
cometh in the morning,” and it did! 

Just when the Christians were losing 
heart altogether, a cry was heard from the 
crowd outside the church. Peeping through 
a crack of the window, some one saw a 
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broad-shouldered, stern-faced white man at 
the head of a company of men.with Ayo’s 
father leading the way. It was the District 
officer, and the crowd melted like snow in 
the sunshine. The Christians set up a great 
shout of joy—they were saved and free. 
But one and all acknowledged it was Ayo’s 
bravery and song that had kept them from 
losing heart. Her voice had indeed been 
used in her Lord’s service, 

The chief, some time after his conver- 
sion later, declared that the sound of the 
little girl’s voice convinced. him. he was 
fighting a losing battle, against a God who 
could enable a child to be so brave and 
fearless, ; 
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Our Visit to the 
Belgian Gospel Mission 
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them in darkness for its own material gain, 
But what a joy to see and realize that 
even here the Gospel “is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth,” that many are believing, and that 
a great many more are open to the mes- 
sage so faithfully sounded forth by the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, The opportuni- 
ties in this priest-ridden country are far 
greater than in our so-called Christian 
America. 

In our travels we realized as never be- 
fore what a “great, wide, beautiful, won- 
derful world” this is, but. we also could 
not fail to notice that we are living in 
strange times. There is much talk of peace 
in Europe, but at the: same time France 
prepares for battle on the basis of 1914 
over again. Russia, along with Germany, 
is perfecting a gas that will destroy the 
entire population of great cities by burn- 
ing from without and within. Itaiy is far 
from unprepared to grasp any opportunity 
that will bring to realization the dreams 
of its great Mussolini! 

As one looks at the horizon, senses the 
atmosphere, tests the direction of the wind, 
he knows rain is coming even though the 
sun now shines on the fields. And, remem- 
bering history, realizing the geographical 
situation of Belgium, one feels that it is 
inevitable that this midget country must 
again be the crossroad of great nations at 
each other’s throats. If the Lord tarries, 
we firmly believe that the Belgian Gospel 
Mission has its greatest opportunity and 
work ahead, as the workers minister not 
only to Belgians but to the spiritual needs 
of soldiers — perhaps of many nations, just 
as the Nortons did during the Great War, 
and from which work grew the glorious 
Gospel ministry now carried on through- 
out Belgium. 


Our thoughts would not be fully ex- . 


Ps. 
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pressed if we neglected to say that with 
the financial stress in America, and the 
present rate of exchange, the workers of 


the Mission are receiving about one half the: 


allotment ordinarily received. This means 
that they are making great sacrifices, From 
a financial standpoint, the future looks very 
dark, But the workers are depending upon 
God to supply their every need, 


Ventnor, N. J. 





For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 1 to 7 

Mon.—John 1: 1-14, The Word Made Flesh. 

Prayer Succestions: God’s only begot- 
ten Son, the Word, who was with God, 
was. God, and was made flesh, ignored, rec- 
ognized, and believed, and received up into 
Glory, is the wonderment of all time. That 
he appeared in this world as a real man in 
the absolute sense, while at the same time 
“very God of very God” as the revelation 
of God, and the author of eternal salva- 
tion, will be forever the theme of angelic 
and ransomed human tongues. God in “the 
likeness of sinful flesh” solves for us the 
problem incident to miracles and redemp- 
tion. His grace and power are such that 
none can ever glorify him sufficiently. 
“What a wonderful Saviour!” Pray for 
the Great Commission Prayer League's 
New York City Prayer Conferences, sched- 
uled for the first twenty-one days of this 
month, 


Tues.—Matthew 1: 18-25. The Virgin Mother. 
Prayer Succestions: The problem of 
the virgin birth is less intelligible when 
explained by Arians and Socinians than by 
the Spirit of God in the Gospels. How 
could .a super-angel become man?. How 
could the child of fallen human parents be 
“God manifest in flesh”? But that the 
Word should become flesh by the Holy 
Ghost through a virgin satisfies the high- 
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est demands of the rational mind. When 
men doubt the plain teaching of the Scrip- 
tures they have left only the darkening 
sophistries of the fallen mind. Pray for 
the missionaries of the Liebenzeller Mis- 
sion, associated with the C hina Inland Mis- 
sion in China. 


Wed.—Matthew 2 : 1-12. 
Jesus Born in Bethlehem. 
Prayer Succestions: The very place 
where Rachel wept over her lost children 
became, through the birth of Christ, a place 
of exceeding great joy to angels and of 
hope for the sons of men (Gen. 35: 18-24; 
Luke 2:10). Bethlehem, by divine choice 
and by a prophecy spoken centuries earlier, 
became the place of the Redeemer’s birth. 
The world’s Day Star arose there. The 
world’s hope began there, but was con- 
firmed by Christ's death and made eternally 
sure by his resurrection from the dead. 
Pray for the thousands of Christians con- 
fined in the sanitariums of many lands. 


Thurs.—Matthew 2: oe > 
The Flight into Egypt. 
Prayer Succestions: A fourfold fulfill- 
ment of prophecy is suggested by the phrase 
“Out of Egypt have I called my son.” 
Israel’s first and latter exodus, the return 
of Christ from that land, and the calling 
of “Egypt” in the Millennium to Zion to 
worship, are embodied in the meaning. Note 
how the whole life of our blessed Lord 
was marked by the supernatural. “The life 
of Jesus” manifest in our mortal flesh 
should be our earnest prayer. The filling 
with the Spirit of Christ commences the 
victorious life. Pray for devoted servants 
of Christ laboring: among the-men and wo- 
men in our prisons and other penal insti- 
tutions. 


Fri.—Matthew 2: 19-23. Jesus at Nazareth, 
Prayer Succestions: Our Lord’s resi- 
dence at Nazareth fulfilled a special divine 
purpose: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
The fulfillment of Scripture was not inter- 
fered with even though Joseph by his free 
choice went to that city from fear rather 
than from desire. That God, in his infinite 
wisdom, should allow Christ to acquire the 
name Nazarene, and thus become one of 
the stumbling stones to the Jewish leaders, 
is an arresting fact. Because Christ was 
of small. consequence to them at both his 
advent and in his public ministry: they 
stumbled and fell. Pray that the millions 
of youth in our educational institutions may 
have God-provided opportunities soon for 
hearing @ commanding Gospel message that 
will turn many of them to Christ. A fine 
work among the students in high schools 
and other schools is being done by Mr. 
George T. B. Davis, of the Million Tes- 
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taments Campaign for Students, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia, 


Sat.—Liike 2 : 41-52. Jesus in the Temple. ; 
Prayer Succestions: Mary and Joséph 
lost Christ in the Temple ritualistic service, 
and the program of social life there. Christ, 
the gréater than the Temple, and his Word, 
infinitely superior to the teachings of men, 
were overlooked, The physical features 
crowded out the spiritual. As Mary and 
Joseph lost Christ there the modern church 
has lost the supernatural power of Christ 
in her programs,» The Church will find 
Christ where Mary and Joseph found 
Christ: at the end of a tearful, penitent 
pathway, just where the Lord was lost — 
in the House of Prayer. Pray for the 
Church’s restoration to spiritual power. 


Sun.—Isaiah 9: 2-7. The Promised Child, 

Prayer SuGGEsTIons: God takes special 
pleasure in prophecy. Predictions concern- 
ing his beloved Son occupy a large place 
in the Scriptures. These are held up not 
only to encourage hope in God, but to 
show forth God's eternal superiority to all 
false gods. Sometimes these forecasts are 
like the bursting forth of glorious sunshine 
after rain. The one concerning “the holy 
Child Jesus” in this passage tells of the 
dissipation of the darkness of the shadow 
of death at his advent, and the time when 
the government of earth shall rest upon 
his worthy shoulder. Pray that workers 
among the Jews may labor more definitely 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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